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B JIeMapTaMeHTe... HO JIyYIlic HE Ha3blBaTh, B KaKOM
nerapramente. Huvero HeET cepauTee BCSKOTO pojaa Je-
MapTaMEeHTOB, IMOJIKOB, KAHIEISAPUIl M, CIOBOM, BCSIKOTO
pona JOIKHOCTHBIX coclioBHi. Tereph yxke BCSKHI 9acT-
HBII YEJIOBEK CYMTAET B JIHIE CBOEM OCKOPOIEHHBIM BCE
obmiecto. [OBOpSIT, BechbMa HEOABHO MOCTYIHIA MPOCH-
6a OT OJHOTO KAIWUTAH-UCIPABHHUKA, HE MOMHIO KAaKOTO-TO
ropoaa, B KOTOPO OH HW3/laraer $ICHO, 4TO THOHYT rocy-
JAPCTBEHHbIE MMOCTAHOBJICHHS W YTO CBSIIEHHOE WMSI €ro
MPOU3HOCHUTCSI PELINTETbHO BCye. A B 10Ka3aTeiIbCTBO
MPWIOKWI K TPOCKOEe MPEOrPOMHEHINII TOM KaKOro-TO
POMaHTHYECKOTO COYMHEHHsS, TIe 4Ype3 KaIble AecsTh
CTpaHWIl SBIACTCS KAIUTAH-UCTIPABHUK, MECTaMU JIaxke
COBEpIICHHO B MbssHOM Buje. Wrak, BO U30e:KaHUE BCS-
KHX HENPHUATHOCTEH, Jydlle [ernapTaMeHT, O KOTOpOM
AAET IIeJIo, MBI HA30BEM 0OHum Oenapmamenmom. Wrtak,
B 00HOM OenapmameHme CIYKWI OOUH YUHOBHUK;, YHHOB-
HUK HEJb3s CKa3aTh 4YTOObI OYeHb 3aMedaTesIbHbId, HH-
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In the department of... but it is better not to name the
department. There is nothing more irritable than all man-
ner of departments, regiments, courts of justice, and, in
short, every branch of public service. Each aggrieved in-
dividual nowadays believes all of society to be insulted
along with them. Quite recently a complaint was received
from a district chief of police, I cannot remember of what
town, in which he plainly stated that all the imperial in-
stitutions were going to the dogs, and that his own blessed
name was decidedly being taken in vain. And, as proof,
he appended to the complaint a most enormous piece of
romantic literature in which the district chief of police ap-
pears on about every tenth page, and sometimes even
completely drunk. Therefore, in order to avoid any un-
pleasantness, it will definitely be better to refer to the de-
partment in question only as a certain department. So, in
a certain department there was a certain official. Not a
very remarkable one, it must be said: short in stature,
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3€HBKOTO POCTAa, HECKOJBbKO psiOOBaT, HECKONBKO pbDKe-
BaT, HECKOIBKO Na)K€¢ Ha BHUJ IOJCICHOBAT, ¢ HEOONBIION
JIBICHHOM Ha 510y, ¢ MOpLIMHAMH 1O OOEUM CTOpPOHAM MIEK
W IBETOM JIMI[A, YTO HA3BIBAETCS, TE€MOPPOUAAILHBIM...
Uro x genath! BUHOBAarT merepOyprckuii kiammar. Yrto ka-
caercst 10 yuHa (MO0 y HAc MpeXkae BCEro HYXHO 00bs-
BUTHb YMH), TO OH OBII TO, YTO HA3BIBAIOT BEYHBIH THTY-
JIIPHBI COBETHUK, HAaJ KOTOPBIM, KaK H3BECTHO, HATpYy-
HUWINCh ¥ HAOCTPWINCH BJIOBOJb pa3HBIC MNHCATCNH, HMe-
I0IIKME MOXBAaJlbHOE OOBIKHOBEHbE Halerarb Ha TeX, KO-
TOpble HEe MOryT Kycarbcsi. damuians UYMHOBHUWKA OblTa
bammMaukun. Yke 1mo caMOMy HMMEHU BMJHO, 4TO OHA KO-
IJa-TO MPOU3OLIIA OT OaliMaka; HO KOrja, B Kakoe BpeMs
U KakuM 00pa3oM IpoHM3oIUIa OHa OT OalMaka, HUYEro
9TOro HemsBecTHo. M oten, u fgexn, W Oaxe HIypUH U BCE
COBEpIICHHO balIMaukuHBl XOAWIM B camorax, Iepeme-
HSSL TONBKO pa3a TpH B rof moaMETku. Mmsa ero Obito
Axakuii AkakveBHdY. MOKeT OBITb, YHTATEII0 OHO ITOKa-
JKETCS HECKOJIbKO CTPAHHBIM M BBIMCKAHHBIM, HO MOXKHO
yBEpUTb, YTO €ro HHUKAaK HE HCKaJIM, a 4YTO CaMH CO0OI0
CIlyYMJINCh TakWe OOCTOSTENbCTBA, YTO HUKAK HEIb3d ObI-
70 1aTh APYroro MMEHH, M 3TO TMPOMU3OLIIO HUMEHHO BOT
kak. Pommiics Axakuii AkakueBMY TNPOTUB HOYM, €CIIH
TOJBKO HE H3MEHAET MaMATh, Ha 23 mapra. [loxoitHuma
Maryllka, YHHOBHUIIA M OYEHb XOpoIlas >KEHIIMHA, pac-
TIOJIOXKMIIACh, KaK CIEAyeT, OKPecTHTh peO&Hka. Marymka
emé Jsexana Ha KpOBaTH NPOTHB JBEped, a 10 MpaByro
pYKy cTosl KyM, IpeBOocXoiHedmuii uenosek, VBan lBa-
HoBUY EpomkuH, cmyxuBmuid crtomoHadanbHukoM B Ce-
Hare, W KyMa, JKCHa KBapTaJbHOrO OQuIepa, JKCHIIMHA
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slightly pockmarked, somewhat red-haired, a little short-
sighted even, with a rather bald forehead, wrinkles on
both cheeks, and a complexion of the kind known as san-
guine... No help for it! the St. Petersburg climate was re-
sponsible for this. As for his official rank (for with us
Russians official rank must be announced first of all), he
was what is usually known as a perpetual titular coun-
cillor, at which, as is well known, some writers poke fun,
and crack jokes to their hearts’ content, upholding the time-
honoured tradition of tormenting those who cannot de-
fend themselves. The clerk’s family name was Bashma-
chkin. It is clear from the name itself that at some point it
derived from “bashmak”, which means “shoe” but when, at
what time, and in what manner it descended from “ba-
shmak”, none of this is known. Both his father and grand-
father, and even his brother-in-law and indeed all the Ba-
shmachkins always wore boots, which only had new soles
thrice a year. His name was Akakiy Akakievich. This name
may strike the reader as somewhat peculiar and whimsical, but
they may rest assured that it was by no means chosen on a
whim and that the circumstances were such that it would have
been impossible to give him any other name, and this is pre-
cisely how it came about. Akakiy Akakievich was born, if my
memory fails me not, late on the eve of the 23rd of March. His
late mother, the wife of an official, and a very good woman,
made all due arrangements for having the child baptised. She
was lying on the bed opposite the door while the godfather,
a most estimable man, Ivan Ivanovich Yeroshkin, who served
as presiding officer of the senate, and the godmother, the
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penkux mobpozereneii, Apuna CeméHoBHa benoOpromiko-
Ba. PommpHume mpenocraBmim Ha BEIOOp M00oe M3 TPEX,
Kakoe OHa xo4eT BbIOpaTh: Mokkus, Ceccus WIM Ha3BaTh
peGéHka Bo mMsi MydeHuka Xosznmasara. «Her, — momyma-
Jla TIOKOWHHUIIA, — HMEHa-TO Bc& Takuey». UTOoOBl yromurhb
eif, pasBepHyIM KaJeHIapb B JPYTOM MECTE; BBIILIA
otk Tpu uMmeHu: Tpubwmmii, [ynma u Bapaxacumit. «Bor
9TO HaKa3aHWE, — IIPOrOBOpMIA CTapyXa, — Kakue BCE
HUMeHa; s, NPaBO, HUKOIZA M HE CIbIXMBajga Takux. IlycTh
Ob1 emé Bapanmar wam Bapyx, a to Tpudunmii u Bapaxa-

cuit». Emé mnepeBopormnu crpaHunly — Bblnuig: [laBcu-
kaxuil u Baxrtucuit. «Hy, yxk s BuKy, — cKa3ama cTa-
pyxa, — 4TO, BHJIHO, €ro Takas cyap0a. YK eclu Tak,

MycTh Jydimie OyAeT OH Ha3bIBaThCs, Kak U otelr] ero. Oten
Obul AKakui, Tak MycTh W CbIH OyneT Axaxuii». Takum
oOpazom wu mpousomén Axakmii AkakueBmd. PeOEHKa
OKPECTHJIM, MPUYEM OH 3aIlakal W cAeiall TaKyl rpuMa-
cy, Kak Oyaro Obl IpemdyBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO OyIET THUTYISIP-
HBII COBETHHK. MTak, BOT KakuM 0Opa3oM MPOH30ILIO
Bc€ 3T0. MbI l'lpl/lBeJ'[I/I l'lOTOMy 3TO, '-lT06bI quTarejb MOr
caM BHJETb, YTO 3TO CIyYHJIOCH COBEPIICHHO IO HEOOXO-
JUMOCTH M JIPyroro MMEHH JaTh OBIJIO HHMKAaK HEBO3MOXK-
Ho. Korma u B kakoe BpeMs OH TMOCTYIIJI B JICMAPTaMEHT
U KTO ONPENENWI €ro, STOr0 HUKTO HE MOT TPHUIIOMHHTB.
CKONBKO HHM TEPEMEHSUIOCh JMPEKTOPOB M BCSKHUX Ha-
YaIbHUKOB, €r0 BUACTH BCE HAa OJHOM U TOM JXXE MeCTe, B
TOM JK€ TOJIOKEHHWU, B TOH K€ CaMOM JIOJDKHOCTH, TEM Ke
YIHOBHHUKOM ISl MUCHMA, TaK YTO TOTOM YBEPHIIUCH, YTO
OH, BHIHO, TaK M POIWICS HA CBET YK€ COBEPIICHHO TO-
TOBBIM, B BHIIMYHIUpPE M C JIBICHHOW Ha roiose. B nmemap-
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wife of a neighbourhood officer and a woman of rare vir-
tues, Arina Semyonovna Byelobryushkova, stood on her
right. They offered the mother her choice of three names:
Mokiya, Sessiya, or that the child be named after the mar-
tyr Khozdazat. “No,” thought the woman, “all those na-
mes are outlandish.” In order to please her they opened
the calendar to another place. Three more names appea-
red: Triphiliy, Dula, and Varakhasiy. “What did I do to
deserve this?” said the old woman. “What names! I truly
never heard the like. It would be okay if Varadat or Ba-
ruch were there, but Triphiliy and Varakhasiy!” They
turned to another page and found Pavsikakhiy and Vakhti-
siy. “Well, now I see,” said the old woman, “that this is
evidently his fate. And since this is the case, he’d better be
named after his father. The father’s name was Akakiy, so
let the son’s be Akakiy too.” This is how Akakiy Akakie-
vich came about. The child was baptised, at which he
wept and made such a face, as though he predicted that he
was to become a titular councillor. So in this manner did
it all happen. We have recounted all this so that the reader
might see for themselves that it happened completely out
of necessity, and that it was in no way possible to give
him any other name. When and how he started at the de-
partment, and who appointed him, no one could recall. No
matter how many directors and managers of all kinds
changed, he was always to be seen in the same position,
still in the same post as clerk, so that afterwards everyone
was convinced that he must have been born completely
ready-made, in a uniform and with a bald patch on his
head. There was absolutely no respect shown to Akakiy
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IlpencraBnennas B Hure nosecth Hukonas Bacumbesnua [oromst (1809-1852),
SIBIACTCS. TIPOM3BEACHHEM, KOTOPOE Jajl0 HAdYayo JIUTEPATYPHOMY HAIPABICHHIO,
TOJTy4HBIIEMY HA3BAHNE KHATYPAIbHAS IIKOJIAY.

«lllnHenby BBIIIA B CBET, KOIJIa MMs €€ aBTOpa YiKe IPOYHO BOILIO B KPyr
LEHTPAJILHBIX JIUTEPATYPHBIX (PUTYP PYCCKOIl XY/I0KECTBEHHOM CIIOBECHOCTH.

OnHCHIBAEMBIC B TIOBECTH COOBITHS, 9TO HCTOPHS XKHU3HU U CMEPTH HETIPUMETHOTO
TOCYaPCTBEHHOIO CIIYXKAIIEro, JHOOAMIEro U MPHUICKHO HCTIOHSIOWIEr0 CBOIO paboTy.
Tem He MeHee, B ICTIAPTAMEHTE, I71€ OH CITYKHUT, 9TH €TI0 KaueCTBA HE LEHSATCS: CTOPOXKA
M HE DISIAT, KOIJa OH MPOXOAMT MHMO, BBILIECTOSIIEE HAYAILCTBO OTHOCSTCS K HEMY
C XONOIKOM. MOJIO/Ible  COCTY/KMBIIBI M BOBCE BCSUYECKH HAJl HUM MOATPYHHBAIOT: TO
HATUICTYT [IIyIyio HEOBUIMIY B €T0 JKE IPUCYTCTBUH, TO MO3BOMAT cebe «Oe300M Iy 0»
BBIXOAKY. Kak npaBuno, Akakmii AKakMeBHY, TaK 30ByT UMHOBHHKA, HE OTBEYACT,
TPOZIOIIKASE CMHPEHHO paboTath. M ke yXHTPSETCS HE JIeNaTh OMMOOK, HECMOTPS HA
JIOCTaBIIsICMbIC eMy JOKYKH. JIMIIb KOTJa CMEIIHAsl LIYTKA BBIXOJMT 3a IPaHb, MEIIas
JIeITy, OH IPOM3HOCHT: «OCTaBBTE MEHs, 3a4eM BbI MCHsI 00IKkaeTe?»

DTO cMeleHHEe B MOBECTBOBAHMM, PE3KHIl MEPEXOA OT KOMHYECKOro K
TPArnyeckoMy, CIOBHO HPPALMOHAIBHOE MPO3PEHHE, KAK HEKHi IMOIMOHATBHbII
TOJHOK, — TOUKA 0030pa, ¢ KOTOPOii OTKPBIBACTCS TyXOBHAS CYNEPaHOPaMa MOBECTH.
«...CKBO3b BH/IHBII MUPY CMEX... HeBUIUMBIC MUDY CIIE3BD).

B ocHoBe croxkera exkUT 0OBIUHBI KUTEIICKHIT MaTepuan. [Ipu 3ToM, GBITOBBIC
peanun He MPOCTO mepeckas coObITHil. IlepeoCMBbICICHHBIC TBOPYECKH, UMTATCIIO
TIPEJUTOAKEHBI HICHHO-XY/I0KECTBEHHbIE 00pa3bl ¢ X ITyOOKO YEIOBEUECKOi PHPOIOiL.

B ManeHpkoii MoBecTH MOCTABICH LENblil psa GONBIIMX, BAXKHBIX M CETOIHS,
CONHATBHBIX MPOOTIEM, — MaTepHaJIbHbIIT JOCTATOK, IPHIICKHOE ciyxkeHne OTeuecTBy
KakJI0r0 Ha CBOEM MECTE, HEOTBEMIIEMOE IPABO JIMYHOCTH B JIOOOM €€ 3BaHMH H
COCTOSTHHH.

Hacrosimee nByssbranoe n3nanue nosectd H. B. Torons «lllunens» spnsercs
BTOPOI KHUTOii-OMIHTBOM CepHH «SI3bIK MOCPEICTBOM UTCHHSD).

BunuHreaneHoe  uTeHHE  SABMSETCS  JCHCTBEHHBIM NPUEMOM B H3YYCHHH
MHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKA M 3aKIIOYAeT B ceO¢ Psijl BAKHBIX OOyqarommMX 0COOCHHOCTEH.
Hanmune nepey ma3amMu 0HOBPEMEHHO TMOUTMHHUKA M €rO JIHTEPATyPHOTO NEPEBOIa
MHUHHMH3HPYET HEOOXOIMMOCTh HCIIOJIB30BAHMs  CIIOBApsi, DKOHOMHT BpEMSl M HE
OTBJICKAET OT YTCHHS, OMOTACT JIy4llle TOHITh 0COOCHHOCTH MEPEBOJa KOHCTPYKIIMIA,
HE COBIMAIAIOIINX B PYCCKOM H QHIIIMHCKOM SI3bIKAX, CIIOCOOCTBYET YCKOPEHHOMY Habopy
CJIOBAPHOTO 3araca M JIyHdllIeMy €ro 3aKperuieHunio B mamsti. Beé Bmecte addexrnBHO
paboTaeT Ha pa3BUTHE YyBCTBA SI3bIKA U CIIOCOOCTBYET CBOOO/IE peUH.
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