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ANUCA B CTPAHE YYAEC
CrasKa



Imasa |

B HEJPAX KPOJIMYHEN HOPBI

C UIEeTb Ha TpaBe PSIIOM C CECTPOM U POBHBIM
CYETOM HUYEro He JejlaTh ObLJIO KpaiiHe YTOMU-
teabHO. Heckonbko pa3 Anuca yKpaakKoul 3arisiabl-
BaJla B KHMXKY, KOTOPYIO C YBJICYEHMEM 4UTalla Ce-
CTpa, HO TaM He ObLIO HU KapTMHOK, HU pa3rOBOPOB.
HenoHsiTHO, 4TO 3a YIOBOJBCTBUE OT TAKUX KHMUT.

M BoT Anuca cuaena u paccyxnaana npo ceos (Ha-
CKOJIBKO 3TO ObLIO BO3MOXHO, ITOTOMY UTO OT XKaphl
KJIOHWJIO B COH M AyMaTh ObLJIO O4eHb TpyAHO). OHa
paccyxpaajia, BOpaBay JM TaKoe yX OOJbIIOE yI0-
BOJILCTBME TJIECTU BEHOK, — Bellb HaJ0 XK€ BCTaBaTh,
TOTOM HarmOaThcs 3a LIBETaMU, — KaK BIPYT COBCEM
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psaooM npomenbkHya Kponuk, benbiit Kpoamk
C KpacHbIMU IJ1a3aMU.

Huyero yX CIMIIKOM OCOOEHHOIO B3TOM He
obuto. Jlaxe ycablmaB, Kak Kpoamk OopMouer:
«Oit-oit-oit! S omosnmaro!» — Anmca He couja 3TO
YeM-TO M3 psla BOH BBIXOASIIMM (ITOTOM, KOTIa
y Hee ObLIO BpeMs IoAyMaTh, OKa3ajloCh, YTO 3TO
camMo 10 cebe TOXe BIIOJIHE 3acC/yXXKMBaJlo YIUBJIE-
HUSI, XOTSI TOTJIa BCE BBITJISAEIO COBEPIIEHHO eCcTe-
crBeHHO). Ho korma Kpoauk BBIHYJI U3 XXUJIETHOTO
KapMaHa 4Jachl ¥ Ha Oery IIOTJisiAe] Ha HMX, Iopa-
>KeHHas Anuca Bckoumia. Eif HUKoraa 1o cux mop
He MNoNajaJiuch KpPOJMKHU, Y KOTOPbIX ObLIM OBl
KUJIETHBIE KapMmaHbl, a TeM Oojee 4yackl. Cropas
OT JIIOOOTIBITCTBA, OHA Opocuiach uepes3 JIyxKahky
Bcaen 3a Kpoamkom, HIMBITHYBIIMM B OOJBIIYIO
HOpYy IIOJI M3ropojib, U IOCJeaoBaja Tylda 3a HUM,
Jaxke He 3aJyMaBIINCh, KAK OHA CyMeeT BbIOpaThCs
oOpaTHoO.

Kpoauubsi HOpa cHavana 1ja mpsMo, Kak TyH-
HeJlb, HO BHE3alHO KpyTo obopBajiach. Tak BHe-
3alHO, YTo AJjuca, He ycreB moaymarb: «Croiil» —
MpoBaJnUiacCh BO YTO-TO ITIOXOXee Ha OYEHb TJy0o-
KU KOJIOAELL.

To nu xonopen ObLI O4YeHb IIyOOK, TO 1 Anuca
najajga o4eHb MEIJIEHHO, HO 0Ka3aJloCh, YTO Ha Jie-
Ty €CThb BpeMsl U OIJISIEThCSl M0 CTOPOHAM, U TMOMdY-
MaTh O OjmxaiimeMm OynymeMm. CnepBa Anuca Iio-
CMOTpeJjla BHU3, HaAesCh Y3HaTb, KyJda IMajgaeT, HO
BHU3Y OBLIO TEMHBIM-TEMHO M HMYEro HE BUIHO.
Torga oHa OKMHYJA B3IJISIAOM CTEHKU KOJOALA
Y yBUEIA, YTO 3TO CILJIOIIb Oy(eTHbIE M KHUXHBIE
nojaku. Koe-roe BUCenM KaKuWe-TO KapTUHBI M TeOo-
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rpaduueckue KapThl. Ajuca Ha JIETy CXBaTuja C OJi-
HOI M3 MOJIOK 0aHKy C HaAMNUChIO «ATIEeJIbCUHOBBIA
JIKeM», HO — yBbl! — OaHka Oblia mycta. bpocaThb
ee He CTOMJIO0 — elle yObelllb KOTO-HUOyIb BHU3Y.
[Tpuiaoch U3TOBUUTHCS U OMSATH XKE Ha JIeTy TKHYTh
0aHKy B Kakoi-To Oyder.

«Bot 210 ma! Tenepb it MeHsI CJIETETb KYBBIP-
KOM C JIECTHULIBI — mycTsa4yHoe nejio! M He oxHy!
Ilyckaii Bce romopsat: ,,Kakas oHa oTBaxkHasi!”
aymana Anuca. — Jla dro ¢ jectHuubl! C Kpblliu
CBaJIIOCh — M HE OXHY!» — 3aKOHYMJIA OHA U B 3TOM
ObLIa Hemajaeka OT UCTUHBI.

ITagenuio He OBLIO, HE OBLLIO,
He ObLJ10, HE ObLIO,

He ObLIO, HE OBLIO

KOHIIA.

— A BIPYr OHO HUKOTJA HE KOHUMUTCSI! — IPOMKO
ckazana Anuca. — HMHTepecHO, CKOJBKO s MWIb
npojetena? S yxe, HaBepHoOe, TIe-TO BO3Je LIEHTpa
3emun. IlocroiiTe, 10 LieHTpa 3eMJU YEThIPE ThICS-
yu Muib. Kaxercs...

(Ecau xotute 3HaTh, AllMca u3ydajla KOe-uTo
B OTOM poje Ha ypokax. M xoTs ciyyail posiBUTH
CBOU TTO3HAHWUS ObLI HE CIMIIKOM yIauyHbIlA, — Belb
cayliaTeneii-To He ObLJI0, — MOYIPaXKHIThCS 3apaHee,
KakK MPOM3HOCUTH TaKre Bellly, TOXEe He Melllao.)

— ...KaxeTcs, ecliu He ommbarmch. Torma Kakoit
XKe § JOCTUIVIA IIMPOTHI U JOJroThi? (AJiMca TMOHS-
TUSI HE MMeJla O TOM, YTO TaKoe IIMUpoTa, a TeM 00-
Jiee noarora. Ho cinoBa-Tto Kkakue! BeiroBopuTh npu-
SITHO!)



— A BIpYr s mpoJiedy BCIO 3eMJII0 HacKBO3b?
Bot Oymer cmex, korma s OKaxXychb Cpeaud JIIOACH,
KOTOpble XoAaT BBepXx Horamu. Cpenu AHTUIIAHTOB
(a Toxaiyit, 1 HEIUIOXO, YTO 3TOr0 HUKTO HE CIIbI-
IIaJI: CJIOBO SIBHO 3ByYajo KakK-To He Tak). M1 MHe
MpUAETCS COPOCUTh Yy HHUX, Kakas 3TO CTpaHa.
«IIpocture, nmoxanyiicta, 3to HoBast 3enanauss uiu
ABctpanusa?» (C 3TUMM CJIOBaMM OHa IIOIbITAJIaCh
BexxJIMBo npucectb. Huuero cede! Ilpucects Ha Je-
ty! Hymaere, BaM ynactcsi?) A oHu noayMmarot: «Ka-
Kasi HeoOpa3oBaHHas jgeBoukal» Her, HM 3a 4TO He
cnpouny. Tam, HaBepHOE, 3TO Ie-HUOYIb HAMUCAHO.
YK nydine g npoyuTalo.

A mageHu1o He ObLIO, He ObLIO, He ObLIO KOHIIA.
3aHaThcsl ObUIO HeueM, U AiMca, TIoMOJiYaB, CHOBa
3aroBOpUJIA.

— VX KTO-KTO, a /IMHa K Beuepy HaBepHsiKa IO
MHe cockyuuTtcs. ([luHoit 3Banu ee Kouiky.) Hane-
I0Ch, €ii He 3a0ynyT HaJWTb B OJI0IEYKO MOJIOKA.
HuHa, MWIEHbKasi, BOT Obl Thl Iajgaja BMECTE CO
MHoi! Hacrosimue MbIlIM 3[eCh Bpsia JU BOASITCS,
HO Thl MOrJja OBl JIOBUTH JIETYyYMX, OHU TaKUE XKe.
XOTsg He 3Halo, IO BKYCYy JIM KOIIKE JeTydyue
MBILLIKU.

AJlrice TIOYEeMY-TO CHOBa 3aXOTeJoCh CIaTh,
1 OHa COHHO MOBTOpSsLIA:

— Ilo BKycy Jm Komike Jjeryuue Mbiku? Ilo
BKYCY JIM KOIIKE JIETY4re MBILIKM?

A MHorma u Hao0OpOoT:

— Ilo BKycCy 11 MBIIIKE JIeTYy4re KOLIKMU?

Benpb eciu HM Ha TOT, HUM Ha APYroi BOIPOC OT-
BETUTb HE MOXEIlb, TO BCE paBHO, KaKOil M Koraa
3aJaBaTh. 3achblnasi, OHa yXe BMIeJa COH, KaK MOyT
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OHU ¢ [IuHOW moa pyyKy, KaK OHa OYE€Hb CEPbE3HO
copamuBaeT JAuHy: «/IlMHa, cKaxXy MHEe MpaBay, IO
BKYCY JIM KOlUKe JieTyuue Mbliku?» Ho Bapyr —
Tpax! 6ax! — m Aimca Bpe3ajachb B Kydy XBOpOCTa
U cyxux JucTheB. [lageHnIo mpuilesa KoHelr!

Annca naxe He rouaparnaiach U TYT X€ BCKOUM-
Jla Ha Horu. OHa TJsiHyJIa BBEpX, HO TaM liapwuia
TbMa. [IpsgMo mepen Hell TAHyJICS IUIMHHBIA KOpU-
Iop, a o Hemy Oexan benbiit Kponuk. Ero eie
ob10 BUgHO! He Tepsis HU ceKyHabl, Ajuca, Kak
BETEp, MOHecaach Bejen 3a HUM. OHa yxXe JTOroHsiia
€ro, OHa YyXe clbllllaja, KaKk OH MpUroOBapuBacT:
«O, Mou ymku! O, Mou ycuku! CaMIIKOM MOO31-
Ho!» — Kkak BIpyr Kpoiuk cBepHys: 3a yroji, Anuca
3a HUM — HO Kponuk ucues. [lepen Heit ObL1 MIMH-
HbIM HU3KUW MYyCTOM 3ajl, OCBELIEHHbI HECKOHYAae-
MBbIM PSIIOM BUCSTYMX JIAMII.

ITo 0Ge cTopoHbI 3aj1a ObIJIO MHOXECTBO JIBEPEN,
HO TOJILKO — YBBI! — 3amepThiX. Ajica momaeprasia
BCE JBEpU MOIPSJ CHavaja C OJHOM CTOPOHBI 3aja,
MOTOM C JAPYroii 1 HaKOHell MevyaJlbHO OCTAaHOBUJIACh
MocpeauHe, He MpeAcTaBisis cebe, Kak oOTcroaa
MOXKHO BBIOpAThCSI.

M TyT BHE3aIHO psiIoM OKa3ajicsl CTOJIMK Ha Tpex
HOXKaX, BECb-BECh M3 CTE€KJA, a Ha CTOJIMKE — KpO-
XOTHBIN 30J10TOM KIOUMK U 0oJibine Hu4ero! «Hasep-
HOE, 3TO KJIIOY OT OAHOW U3 ABepeli», — cpasy Xe
coobOpa3ujia Anuca, HO BOT Oela: TO JIM 3aMKU ObUIUA
CJIUIIIKOM OOJIBIINE, TO JIM KJIHOY CIUIIKOM MaJl, TaK
WIA MHAY€ — HU K OOHOM IBEpU OH HE IMOAOILLEI.
OnHako, 00o0iasl BeCch 3aJl cHOBa, Airica obpaTuia
BHMMAaHWE HA HU3KUI 3aHABEC, KOTOPOIO paHbIIIe
KakK-TO He 3aMeTuja. 3a HUM OKa3ajach MaJjleHbKasi
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JBeplia, BCEro B MATHAALATh AIOMMOB BBICOTOM. AJIM-
ca BJIOXMJIA KJTI0OY B 3aMOYHYIO CKBaXXMHY, TTOBEPHY-
Jla, U — 0, paloCTh! — 3aMOK ILEJIKHYJI.

AJnuca oTKpblja ABepuly. 3a Heid HauMHaJICsl KO-
PUIOPUYMK, HE IIMpe KpbIcMHOK HOpbl. CTaB Ha KO-
JIeHU, Anuca yBuieaa, YTO OH BBIXOAUT B CaMbIii
MpEeKpacHbIi caa Ha cBeTe!

Kak 3axoreynoch Anuce Mpoyb U3 MpayHOro 3ajia
K 3TUM SIpKAM LIBETHHMKAM U MPOXJaZHbIM (DOHTaA-
HaM, HO B JIBEpLly Jaxe rojoBa ee, INpaBaa, YyTh-
YyTh, HO HE NpOXOoIuja. «A BIIpoYyeM, YTO TOJIKY,
ecim Obl W MpoXoawiaa, pa3 IUICYM yX HMKaK He
MpouayT, — paccTpoeHHO ayMaia Anuca. — Bor
cTaTb Obl MHE CKJIagHOM, Kak Toa3opHas Tpyoa!
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C ynoBoJyibcTBUEM Obl CTajia, YECTHOE CJIOBO, TOJBbKO
OBl 3HaTh, KaK 3TO AEIAeTCS».

Ilociie Toro kak ¢ TOOO MOAPSA MPUKITIOUUTCS
CTOJIbKO HEOOBbIYailHOTrO, IIOHEBOJIE HaYHellb ay-
MaThb, YTO ITO-HACTOSIIEMY HEBO3MOXHBIX Bellleil Ha
CBETE Ha TaK yX WU MHOTO.

Ho xmatb Bo3sie nBeplibl Ajvce Mmoka3ajloch 6ec-
nosie3HbIM. OHa BepHYyJach K CTOJMKY, CMyTHO Haze-
sICb HalTU TaMm JIMOO Apyroi KJiod, jaubo, Mo Kpai-
Hell Mepe, pyKOBOACTBO, KaK CTAHOBSITCSI CKJIQIHBIMU
Haronooue nmoa3opHbIX Tpyd. Ho Ha cTtonuke oOHa-
PYXUJICS MaJleHbKUI (bJJaKOHUYMK. («A paHbllle, pyda-
I0Ch, TaM €ro He ObLI10», — cKa3ana Anuca.) Ha rop-
JIbIIKe (hJIaKOHYMKA ObLIa OymMakHasi IGHTOYKa, a Ha
Hell OONBIIMMU KPaCcUBBIMUM MEYaTHbIMU OyKBaMU
ObLJIO HamucaHo: «Brimeit MeHs ».

CkasaTb «BBITIEMd MEHSI» — BTO BCSIKUI MOXET,
U yMHasl MaJleHbKasi AJiMca CIIeLIMTb He cobupa-
JIaCh.

— 4 cHavyasa OOJDKHA TMOCMOTPETh, — CKasala
OHa, — HET JIU TyT rae-HuOyab Haamucu «Am».

Anuca yxe ycreja npo4yecTb HECKOJIbKO OY€Hb
MUJIBIX UCTOPUI O JETIX, KOTOPbIE ObLIM HEOCTO-
POKHBI C OTHEM WU 3a0Upaiuch NpsSMO B IMacCThb
K IWKUM 3BEPSIM U C KOTOPBIMU IMPOUCXOIMIN BCSI-
Kue npouue HenpusatHocTu. M Bce u3-3a TOro, 4ro
OHM HE TOTPYAUJINCH BCIIOMHUTD MPOCTEULINX IPY-
JKECKMX HACTaBJIIECHUM. A MMEHHO: YTO HE ClIeayeT
CJIMIIKOM JOJITO IepXaThCs 32 pacKaJeHHYIO KO-
yepry — 000X KEIIbCs, UYTO HEJb3s1 XBAaTaTbCH 3a
HOX — MOXHO CUJIbHO ITOpe3aThCsl U KPOBb MOTEYET,
U UYTO €CJIA CJMIIKOM MHOTO TJIOTHYTh U3 OYyTBUIKHU
¢ Haagnuchlo «Aa», To cpa3y UaM He cpa3y, HO 3TO
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MOBpPEIUT BeCbMa U Heu30exHo. A yX Anuca-To
3a0bIBaTh O TaKMX BelllaXx He coOupasack.

Ho nHa ¢nakonunke Hannucu «fAm» He ObLIO,
1 Alyca OTBaXujaach BBINUTH IJ10TOYEK. Eif ouyeHb
MOHPABUJIOCh (3TO ObLIAa Kakasi-TO CMeCh, HAIIOMM-
HaBIIasi Ha BKYC INUPOr C BUIIHSIMM, CJIMBOYHBIN
KpeM, aHaHac, XXapeHyl WHAEWKY, MOMaaKu U ro-
psSuMe TPeHKU ¢ MacjioM), U (PJIaKOHYMK BMUT OITy-
CTell.

— Kakoe 3a6aBHOe 4yBCTBO! — cKazajia Anuca. —
JloKHO OBITh, 51 CIOXKMIACh, KaK MOA30pHasl Tpyoa.

Tak oHo 1 6bLTO. AnKca cTaja pOCTOM B JIECSTh
noiiMoB. OHa cusijia OT PagoCTU MPU MBICIM, YTO
YMEHbIIWIACh TOYb-B-TOYb  HACTOJBKO, YTOOBI
MPOUTHU Yepe3 NBEpLy B TOT BOCXUTUTENILHBIM caj.
Ho Bce-taku pemmia HEMHOXKO IIOIOXOATh, —
MOXET ObIThb, YMEHBIIIEHUE ellle He KOHUYMJIOCh. DTa
MBICJIb Jaxe BCTPEeBOXUJIA e€.

— Ecnu Bce yMeHbLIATbCS UM YMEHbBIIAThCS, TO
COBCEM pacTaellb, KaK cBeya, — cCKaszaja OoHa. —
M uTto TOrma ot MeHs1 ocTaHeTcs?

Kak BBIMISAUT TIaMsl JOTOpPEBLIEH M TTOTYXILIEN
cBeuur, Anuca IPUIIOMHUTL HE cyMmesia, MO0 HMKOT-
Ja HUYEero rnoaoOHOro He BUeNa, U HEKOTOPOE Bpe-
MsI OHa MPOCTO NbITajJach BOOOPa3UTh cede 3TO 3pe-
JIVLIE.

Ho Gonbiie HMYero He mpoucxoauao, U Anuca
HaKOHell pellua, 4yTo mopa M B cad. YBbI M ax!
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ITonmoiins K aBepiue, Anuca CrioxBaTujach, YTO 3a0bI-
Jia 30y10TOI KimtounkK. OHa BEpHYJIach 3a HUM K CTOJLY,
U TYT OKa3aJIoCh, YTO JIOCTaTh €ro HeBo3MoxkHO! OHa
SICHO BMJEJIa KJII0Y CHU3Y CKBO3b CTEKJIO, OHA U30
BCEX CHUJI MbITAJIaCh BCKapaOKaThCsl MO HOXKKAM CTOJIa,
HO OHU ObLIM TaKMe CKOJb3KMe! YcTaB oT Oe3ycreli-
HBIX TIOIBITOK, OemHasi Ajuca HaKOHELl ceja U pac-
TUIaKajach.

— YT1o 06e3 Tonky ruiakate! Moil BaM coBeT —
MpeKpaTuTe CUI0 e MUHYTY! — JOBOJBHO PE3KO
oOpatunach Anuca K coOCTBeHHOW TepcoHe. OHa
OYeHb Jo0uMja caMa cebe JaBaThb J0OpPbIE COBETHI
(XOTs1 oUeHb peaKo MM cjieoBaja) M Jaxe cama ce-
0s1 OpaHuMJa, 1a Tak, 4TO AOoBoAMIa A0 cie3. OgHax-
Ibl, UTpasi camMa ¢ co0Oli B KPOKET, OHa cama cebs
Hadyjla ¥ IbITalach 3a 3TO HaapaThb caMoil cebe
yIId. DTO yIUBUTEIbHOE AUTS MPOCTO 000XAJIO pa3-
nBauBaTbcs. «Ho Ternepb-To Bpsii M CTOUT MPUIY-
MbIBaTb, YTO HAC ABOE, — YHBLIO aAyMana Aiuca. —
MeHs Ha OlHY MEHS M TO €1Ba XBaTaeT».

M Tyt oHa yBuAena mod CTOJOM CTEKJISIHHYIO
mkatyjgouky. IIkaryiouka CBOOOJHO OTKpbLIAChH,
U B HEW oKazajcCsd MUPOXKOK, HAa KOTOPOM H3IOMOM
OBbLJIM KPAacCHUBO BbUIOXEHHI cjioBa «Chelllb MEHSI».

— JlanHo, 1 cbeM TeOs, — cKasajga Aiuca. —
Ecnu s oT aTOrO YBENMMUYyCh, SI JOCTAaHY KJIIOY. A ec-
JIU elle yYMEHbIIYChb, TO IpoJie3y B IIEJIOUKY IIOJ
nBepb. UTo ObI HM CIYYMJIOCh, a B caj s TIOIamy.
Tak 4TO s croKoHa.

Jlepxxa pyKy Haja TrojJ0BOM, 4TOObI BOBpeMsl 3a-
METUTb, B KaKyI0 CTOPOHY OHAa HAYHET M3MEHSTHCS,
OHa OTKYCHJIa KyCOYEK.

— Hy n kak?
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Ho Huyero ocobeHHoro He ciayuymnoch. Kak Hu
YIMBUTEJBHO, POCT €€ OCTaBajiCs MpexXHUM. BooOiie-
TO, KOTJa €llb MUPOXKU, TAK OHO OOBIYHO U OBIBAET,
HO AJICe HACTOJbKO MOHPABUJINCH 3ICIIHKE Yyeca,
YTO OOBbIYHAS XW3Hb IMOKA3ajlach €l BOBCE IIYIIOM
U HEMHTEPECHOM.

HMrak, oHa B3sJ1ach 3a €10 U MATOM IIPUKOHYM-
JIa TAPOXKOK.



ALICE'S ADVENTURES
IN WONDERLAND
Fairy tale

In English



Chapter I

DOWN THE RABBIT-HOLE

lice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by

her sister on the bank, and of having nothing to
do: once or twice she had peeped into the book her
sister was reading, but it had no pictures or
conversations in it, “and what is the use of a book,”
thought Alice “without pictures or conversation?”

So she was considering in her own mind (as well as
she could, for the hot day made her feel very sleepy and
stupid), whether the pleasure of making a daisy-chain
would be worth the trouble of getting up and picking
the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink
eyes ran close by her.
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There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor
did Alice think it so very much out of the way to hear
the Rabbit say to itself, “Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be
too late!” (when she thought it over afterwards, it
occurred to her that she ought to have wondered at
this, but at the time it all seemed quite natural), but
when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its
waistcoat-pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried
on, Alice started to her feet, for it flashed across her
mind that she had never before seen a rabbit with
either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it,
and burning with curiosity, she ran across the field
after it, and fortunately was just in time to see it pop
down a large rabbit-hole under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it,
never once considering how in the world she was to
get out again.

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for
some way, and then dipped suddenly down, so
suddenly that Alice had not a moment to think
about stopping herself before she found herself
falling down a very deep well.

Either the well was very deep, or she fell very
slowly, for she had plenty of time as she went down
to look about her and to wonder what was going to
happen next. First, she tried to look down and make
out what she was coming to, but it was too dark to
see anything; then she looked at the sides of the well,
and noticed that they were filled with cupboards and
book-shelves; here and there she saw maps and pic-
tures hung upon pegs. She took down a jar from one
of the shelves as she passed; it was labelled “Orange
marmalade”, but to her great disappointment it was
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empty: she did not like to drop the jar for fear of
killing somebody, so managed to put it into one
of the cupboards as she fell past it.

“Well!” thought Alice to herself, “after such a fall
as this, I shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs!
How brave they’ll all think me at home! Why,
I wouldn’t say anything about it, even if I fell off the
top of the house!” (Which was very likely true.)

Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to
an end! “I wonder how many miles I’ve fallen by this
time?” she said aloud. “I must be getting somewhere
near the centre of the earth. Let me see: that would be
four thousand miles down, I think —” (for, you see,
Alice had learnt several things of this sort in her
lessons in the schoolroom, and though this was not a
very good opportunity for showing off her knowledge,
as there was no one to listen to her, still it was good
practice to say it over) “ — yes, that’s about the right
distance — but then I wonder what Latitude or
Longitude I've got to?” (Alice had no idea what
Latitude was, or Longitude either, but thought they
were nice grand words to say.)

Presently she began again. “I wonder if I shall
fall right through the earth! How funny it’ll seem to
come out among the people that walk with their
heads downwards! The Antipathies, I think —” (she
was rather glad there was no one listening, this time,
as it didn’t sound at all the right word) “— but
I shall have to ask them what the name of the
country is, you know. Please, Ma’am, is this New
Zealand or Australia?” (and she tried to curtsey as
she spoke — fancy curtseying as you’re falling
through the air! Do you think you could manage it?)
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“And what an ignorant little girl she’ll think me for
asking. No, it’ll never do to ask: perhaps I shall see it
written up somewhere.”

Down, down, down. There was nothing else to
do, so Alice soon began talking again. Dinah’ll miss
me very much tonight, I should think!” (Dinah was
the cat.) “I hope they’ll remember her saucer of milk
at tea-time. Dinah my dear! I wish you were down
here with me! There are no mice in the air, I'm
afraid, but you might catch a bat, and that’s very like
a mouse, you know. But do cats eat bats, I wonder?”
And here Alice began to get rather sleepy, and went
on saying to herself, in a dreamy sort of way, “Do
cats eat bats? Do cats eat bats?” and sometimes,
“Do bats eat cats?” for, you see, as she couldn’t
answer either question, it didn’t much matter which
way she put it. She felt that she was dozing off, and
had just begun to dream that she was walking hand
in hand with Dinah, and saying to her very earnestly,
“Now, Dinah, tell me the truth: did you ever eat a
bat?” when suddenly, thump! thump! down she
came upon a heap of stick and dry leaves, and the
fall was over.

Alice was not a bit hurt, and she jumped up on
to her feet in a moment: she looked up, but it was all
dark overhead; before her was another long passage,
and the White Rabbit was still in sight, hurrying
down it. There was not a moment to be lost: away
went Alice like the wind, and was just in time to hear
it say, as it turned a corner, “Oh my ears and
whiskers, how late it’s getting!” She was close behind
it when she turned to corner, but the Rabbit was no
longer to be seen: she found herself in a long, low
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hall, which was lit up by a row of lamps hanging
from the roof.

There were doors all round the hall, but they
were all locked; and when Alice had been all the way
down one side and up the other, trying every door,
she walked sadly down the middle, wondering how
she was ever to get out again.

Suddenly she came upon a little three-legged
table, all made of solid glass; there was nothing on it
except a tiny golden key, and Alice’s first thought
was that it might belong to one of the doors of the
hall; but, alas! either the locks were too large, or the
key was too small, but at any rate it would not open
any of them. However, on the second time round,
she came upon a low curtain she had not noticed
before, and behind it was a little door about fifteen
inches high: she tried the little golden key in the
lock, and to her great delight it fitted!

Alice opened the door and found that it led into
a small passage, not much larger than a rat-hole:
she knelt down and looked along the passage into
the loveliest garden you ever saw. How she longed
to get out of that dark hall, and wander about
among those beds of bright flowers and those cool
fountains, but she could not even get her head
thought he doorway; “and even if my head would go
through,” thought poor Alice, “it would be of very
little use without my shoulders. Oh, how I wish
I could shut up like a telescope! I think I could, if
I only know how to begin.” For, you see, so many
out-of-the-way things had happened lately, that
Alice had begun to think that very few things indeed
were really impossible.
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There seemed to be no use in waiting by the
little door, so she went back to the table, half
hoping she might find another key on it, or at any
rate a book or rules for shutting people up like
telescopes: this time she found a little bottle on it,
(“which certainly was not here before,” said Alice,)
and round the neck of the bottle was a paper label,
with the words “Drink me” beautifully printed on it
in large letters.

It was all very well to say “Drink me,” but the
wise little Alice was not going to do that in a hurry.
“No, I'll look first,” she said, “and see whether it’s
marked «poison» or not”; for she had read several
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nice little histories about children who had got burnt,
and eaten up by wild beasts and other unpleasant
things, all because they would not remember the
simple rules their friends had taught them: such as,
that a red-hot poker will burn you if your hold it too
long; and that if you cut your finger very deeply with
a knife, it usually bleeds; and she had never
forgotten that, if you drink much from a bottle
marked “poison,” it is almost certain to disagree
with you, sooner or later.

However, this bottle was not marked “poison,”
so Alice ventured to taste it, and finding it very nice,
(it had, in fact, a sort of mixed flavour of cherry-tart,
custard, pine-apple, roast turkey, toffee, and hot
buttered toast,) she very soon finished it off.

skeskesk

“What a curious feeling!” said Alice, “I must be
shutting up like a telescope.”

And so it was indeed: she was now only ten
inches high, and her face brightened up at the
thought that she was now the right size for going
though the little door into that lovely garden. First,
however, she waited for a few minutes to see if she
was going to shrink any further: she felt a little
nervous about this; “for it might end, you know,”
said Alice to herself, “in my going out altogether,
like a candle.

I wonder what I should be like then?” And she tried
to fancy what the flame of a candle is like after the
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candle is blown out, for she could not remember
ever having seen such a thing.

After a while, finding that nothing more
happened, she decided on going into the garden at
once; but, alas for poor Alice! When she got to the
door, she found she had forgotten the little golden
key, and when she went back to the table for it, she
found she could not possibly reach it: she could see
it quite plainly through the glass, and she tried her
best to climb up one of the legs of the table, but it
was too slippery; and when she had tired herself out
with trying, the poor little thing sat down and cried.

“Come, there’s no use in crying like that!” said
Alice to herself, rather sharply; “I advise you to leave
off this minute!” She generally gave herself very good
advice, (though she very seldom followed it), and
sometimes she scolded herself so severely as to bring
tears into her eyes; and once she remembered trying
to box her own ears for having cheated herself in a
game of croquet she was playing against herself, for
this curious child was very fond of pretending to be
two people. “But it’s no use now,” thought poor
Alice, “to pretend to be two people! Why, there’s
hardly enough of me left to make one respectable
person!”

Soon her eye fell on a little glass box that was
lying under the table: she opened it, and found in it
a very small cake, on which the words “Eat me”
were beautifully marked in currants. “Well, I’ll eat
it,” said Alice, “and if it makes me grow larger,
I can reach the key; and if it makes me grow smaller,
I can creep under the door; so either way I'll get into
the garden, and I don’t care which happens!” She
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ate a little bit, and said anxiously to herself, “Which
way?
Which way?”, holding her hand on the top of her
head to feel which way it was growing, and she was
quite surprised to find that she remained the same
size: to be sure, this generally happens when one eats
cake, but Alice had got so much into the way of
expecting nothing but out-of-the-way things to
happen, that it seemed quite dull and stupid for life
to go on in the common way.

So she set to work, and very soon finished off the
cake.
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