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I.
THE HORROR IN CLAY

The most merciful thing in the
world, I think, is the inability of
the human mind to correlate all its
contents. We live on a placid island
of ignorance in the midst of black
seas of infinity, and it was not
meant that we should voyage far.!
The sciences have harmed us little;
but some day the piecing together”
of dissociated knowledge? will open
up such terrifying views of reality,
that we’ll either go mad from the
revelation or flee from the light
into the peace and safety of a new
dark age™.

Theosophists™ have guessed at the
awesome grandeur of the cosmic cycle
where our world and human race form
transient incidents. Their strange
suggestions freeze the blood. Forbid-

* piecing together — coeguuenne
“ dark age — cpegHEeBEeKOBbE
“* theosophists — Teocodsl, CTOPOHHUKHI
MUCTUYECKOTO OOTOIIO3HAHUS
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! He npednoaazaaocs,
4mo mol noeoem 6
daabHee nymeuecmeue.
B npumaToyHOM Tpe-
JIOXKeHW Y, HAYMHAa-
foremcs ¢ that, yno-
TpeOJIsIeTCs cociara-
TeJIbHOE HaKJIOHEHUE
ocJie rjaroJia mean
Kak aJibTepHaTHBa
MHOUHUTUBHOMY 000-
poty: we should voy-
age = for us to voyage,
cm. 'pammarnueckuii
crnpaBouHuk (I'C), 60.

2 pasposmnennvie 3HaAHUS
IMpuvactue mpormien-
1IeTo BpeMeHU disso-
ciated ynorpeonsiercst
B KauecTBe orpeesie-
HMSI K CYIIeCTBUTE b~
HoMmy knowledge, cM.
IrcCi1e.
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3 nukmo Goavue ne

yeuoum 3mu c6:3u
Future Simple uc-
MOJIb3YeTCs 3/1eCh IS
BbIpaXKEHUSI MHEHUS
0 OyIyIIMX COOBITHSIX,
cM. I'C 36.

4 ecau s ocmanyco 6
JHCUBLLX, 5 HUK020d He
dobae.to Hu eduno20
36EHA 6 IMY YHCACHYIO
ueno.

DTO NpeIIoKEHHUE C
MPUAATOUYHBIM YCIIOB-
HbeIM | THTIA (peasibHOE
yCJI0oBUE B OyayllIem),
B [IPUIATOYHOM IpPEI-
JIOXKEHUU UCIIOJIb3Y-
ercs Present Simple
IUISE 0003HAYEHUST
neiicTBUS B OyayIIEM,
cMm. I'C 59, 34.

5 Moii nepevtii onvim
Haua.ics 3umMoil Ha
pybesxce 1926 u 1927
20006

31ech UCTIOIb3YeTC s
Past Simple m1st 060-
3HAYEHUSI IEUCTBYS B
npouuioM, cMm. I'C 35.

° npogheccop Dnoxncean
0bL1 WUPOKO U3GeCcHeH
3neck ynotpeosieTcst
(bopma crpanatenbHO-
TO 3aJiora BO BpeMeH!
Past Simple, cm. I'C
50.

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000

den ages chill me when I think of
them and madden me when I dream of
them. That glimpse, like all dread
glimpses of truth, appeared from an
accidental piecing together of sepa-
rated things: in this case, an old
newspaper and the notes of a dead
professor. I hope that no one else will
make this piecing?®; certainly, if I
live, I shall never add a link in that
terrible chain.* I think that the pro-
fessor, too, intended to keep silent,
and that he was going to destroy his
notes but sudden death stopped him.

My first experience began in the
winter of 1926-27° with the death of
my great-uncle’, George Gammell
Angell™, Professor Emeritus of Se-
mitic Languages™ in Brown Universi-
ty, Providence, Rhode Island™*. Pro-
fessor Angell was widely known® as
an authority on ancient inscriptions,

* great-uncle — qBOIOPOAHBIA Her,

* George Gammell Angell — :xopmx
I'smmen 9HIKEIT

Professor Emeritus of Semitic Lan-

ek

guages — 3acCJyMKeHHBIH mpodeccop
B OTCTaBKe, CIEIHUAIUCT 110 CEMUTCKUM
SI3BBIKAM

* Brown University, Providence, Rhode
Island — BpayHOBCKUII yHUBEPCUTET
B IIpoBunence, Pox-Aitnenn (odun u3
Haubosiee NPeCMUNCHbLX YACMHBLY YHU-
eepcumemoé CIIIA, o0cHO6aHHbLI
6 1764 2.)
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and the heads of prominent muse-
ums had frequently asked him for
help’; so his death at the age of nine-
ty-two was talked about.® Moreover,
interest was intensified by the obscu-
rity of the cause of death. The pro-
fessor had been stricken while he
was returning from the Newport
boat.® He fell suddenly; as witnesses
said, after he had been jostled by a
nautical-looking negro'® who had
come from one of the queer dark
courts on the precipitous hillside
which formed a short way from the
waterfront to the professor’s home
in Williams Street. Physicians were
unable to find any visible disorder,
but concluded after perplexed debate
that some obscure lesion of the heart,
induced by the brisk ascent of a
steep hill'! by so elderly a man, was
responsible for the end. At the time
I saw no reason to dissent from this
dictum, but latterly I began to doubt.

As my great-uncle’s heir!? and ex-
ecutor, for he died a childless widow-
er, I had to study his papers'®; and for
that purpose I moved his files and box-
es to my quarters in Boston. Much of
the material will be later published'
by the American Archaeological Soci-

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000

7 pykoeodumeau u3-
6€CMHbIX MYy3€eeq HaAcmo
obpawjaaucs Kk Hemy 3a
nomowbio

3/1ech UCToNIb3yeTcst
Past Perfect nist 060-
3HAYCHUS JIEMCTBUI,
MPOMCXOAUBIINX
paHee KaKoro-To Jpy-
TOTro COOBITHS B TIPO-
11oM (cmepmu npo-
gheccopa), cm. I'C 42.

8 0 ezo cmepmu... 20-
eopuau.

B crpanateapHOM
3aJI0Te COXPaHSIIOTCS
MPEIJIOTH, OOBIYHO
yrnotpe0bsieMble Tociie
rinarosioB. Tak, riaroi
to talk ynotpeosiercst
¢ ripensioroM about (to
talk about sth/sb eo60-
pUmMb 0 4éM-1./KOM-1.),
cMm. I'C 50.

° npogpeccop GvLa cpa-
JHCEH, K020a OH 6038pa-
WA1Ccs ¢ HbIONOPMICKO020
napoxooa.

3aech ynoTpebseTcs
¢dopMa cTpagaTebHO-
TO 3aJ10ra BO BpEMEHU
Past Perfect, cMm. I'C
50.

Past Perfect ynotpe-
osisietcs 1t 0603Ha-
YeHUs IEWCTBUMA, TTPO-
HUCXOAUBIINX paHee
KaKoTro-TO JPyroro
MOMEHTA B MPOILJIOM
(Hauana smoii ucmopuu
3umoit 1926-27 20008),
cMm. I'C 42.
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B npunmaTouHoM mpen-
JIOXEHUU, HAYMHAIO-
1IeMCSI ¢ coto3a while,
ucrnonbayetcs Past
Continuous 11t 060-
3HAYEHUST UTUTETHHO-
r0 HE3aKOHYEHHOTO
NIEUCTBUS B IPOIIIOM,
cMm. I'C 39.

10" nocae moeo kax ezo
MOoaKHYA Hezp, noX0-
JHCULL HA MOpAKaA
Hcnonw3yercst popma
CTpaIaTebHOTO 3aJ10-
ra B Past Perfect, yto
MOAYEPKUBACT MPe-
IIIECTBOBAHME 3TOTO
MeUCTBUSA (Moa4ka)
npyromy (nadenuro
npogeccopa), cm. I'C
42, 50.

"' nopasxcenue cepoua,
6bL38aHHOE GbICMPBIM
nodsémom Ha Kpymoii
xoam

[Ipuyactue npormren-
1Iero BpeMeHu induced
C 3aBUCUMBIMU CJIO-
BaMU (MPUYACTHBIN
000pOoT) SIBJSIETCA
oTIpenesieHUeM K
CYIIECTBUTEIIBHOMY
lesion, cm. T'C 16.

12 Hacaednuk moezo
06010podH020 deda
Cy1ecTBUTEIBHOE
great-uncle ynorpe-
OJIsIeTCS B TIPUTSTKA-
TEJIbHOM Ta/IeKe, CM.
rca4.

13 mmue npuwocw uzy-
yamo e20 bymaezu

8
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ety”, but there was one box which I
found very puzzling, and which I did
not want to show to other eyes. It had
been locked and I did not find the key
till I examined the personal ring which
the professor carried in his pocket.
Then, indeed, I opened it, but when I
did so I confronted a greater barrier.
What was the meaning of the queer
clay bas-relief™ and the disjointed jot-
tings, ramblings, and cuttings which I
found? Had my uncle in his latter
years become superstitious? I decided
to find the eccentric sculptor respon-
sible for this apparent disturbance of
an old man’s mind.

The bas-relief was a rough rectan-
gle less than an inch thick™ and about
five by six inches in area; obviously
of modern origin. Its designs, how-
ever, were far from modern in atmos-
phere and suggestion. And there was
writing of some kind; but my mem-
ory could not identify it.'?

Above hieroglyphics was a figure,
an impressionistic picture. It was a
sort of monster, or symbol represent-
ing a monster!$, of a form which only

“ American Archaeological Society —

AwMepHKaHCKOe apXeoJIoTHYecKoe o01Ie-

CTBO

clay bas-relief — rmunansiii 6apenabed

“* less than an inch thick — Tommmuo
meHee groiima (1 dwiim = 25,4 mm)

e
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a diseased fancy could conceive. If I
say that my extravagant imagination
offered simultaneous pictures of an
octopus, a dragon, and a human car-
icature, I can present the spirit of it.
A pulpy, tentacled head” surmounted
a grotesque and scaly body with ru-
dimentary wings; and the general
outline of the whole monster made it
most shockingly frightful. Behind
the figure was a vague Cyclopean ar-
chitectural background™.

The writing was made by Profes-
sor Angell’s most recent hand!?; and
made no pretense to literary style.
The main document was headed
“CTHULHU CULT” in characters
painstakingly printed to avoid the
erroneous reading!® of an unknown
word. This manuscript was divided
into two sections, the first of which
was headed “1925 Dream and
Dream Work of H.A. Wilcox™, 7
Thomas St., Providence, R. 1.”, and
the second, “Narrative of Inspector
John R. Legrasse™, 121 Bienville St.,
New Orleans, La., at 1908 A. A. S.
Mtg.—Notes on Same, & Prof.

* tentacled head — rososa, cHaG:xéHHAA
LIy IATBIAMA
“* Cyclopean architectural background —
(hOHOBBIE IUKJIONMUYECKUE CTPOCHUS
“* H. A. Wilcox — I'. 9. Yuiaxoxc
= John R. Legrasse — II)xou P. Jlerpacc

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000

MonanbHBbIi T1aro
have to BbIpaxaeT
HEO0OXOTUMOCTD BbI-
MOJIHEHUS NEUCTBUS

B CUJTY CJIOXKMBIIMXCSI
0OCTOSATENBCTB, CM.
rcis.

14" béavwas wacmo
9Imoeo mamepuaaa
Oydem no3xce onyoau-
Koeana

3nmech ynorpeosercst
dopma cTpanarenb-
Horo 3ajiora B Future
Simple, cm. I'C 50.

15 Tam 6vL10 wmo-mo
Hanucano, Ho Mo na-
MSAMb He M024a NOMOHb
MHe NOHAMb, YN0 Mmam
oOvLao.

B nepBoii yactu mipe-
JIOXKEHUST UCTTOJIb3YeT-
csl KOHCTPYKIIUS there
is/are, cMm. I'C 54.

Bo BTOpOI YacTH MO-
IaJIbHBIN T1aroi could
C OTpHUIIaHUEM 000-
3Ha4YaeT HEBO3MOX-
HOCTb COBEPIIEHMS
neiictBus, cM. I'C 23.
1% cumeoa, oboznauaro-
wuti moncmpa
IMpuyactue HacTO-
SIIIIETO BPEeMEeHU
representing BXOIUT B
COCTaB MPUYACTHOTO
000poTa, SBJISIONIE-
ToCsI oTpeneieHueM

K CYIIECTBUTEITLHOMY
symbol, cm. T'C 15.
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'7 Haonuco 6vL1a coe-
AAHA MeM No4epKoMm,
Komopvim npogheccop
DHoxncean nucaa 6 ca-
Moe nocaeonee epems
Professor Angell’s ...
hand — cmoBocoueTa-
HMeE C UCIIOJIb30BaHM-
€M MPUTSKATEBHOIO
nagexa, cm. ['C 4.
most recent — opMma
[IPEBOCXOIHOIA cTere-
HM MPUJIaraTeJIbHOTO
recent, cMm. I'C 13.

'8 Ocnoenoii doxymenm
ObL1 03azaaeaen Kyaom
Kmyaxy mwameavno
evInucannvimu OyKea-
Mmu, 4moowt uzdexcamo
Henpasu.1bHo20 npo-
umenus

B Havase mpeaoxe-
HUSI UCTIOJIb3YEeTCSI
dopma ctpanarenpHO-
ro 3ajora B Past Sim-
ple, cm. I'C 35, 50.
painstakinly printed —
TPUYACTHBIN 060POT,
00pa30BaHHbBIN MPHU-
YacTUEM TPOLLIE/IILIEro
BpeMeHU printed 1
SIBIISTIOILIAIACST OTIpEIe-
JIEHUEM K CYIIECTBU-
TeJbHOMY characters,
cMm. I'C 16.
WNHbuHUTHB fo avoid ¢
3aBUCUMBIMU CJIOBaMU
SIBIISIETCST OOCTOSITENb-
cTtBOM 11eu, cM. I'C
52.

10
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Webb’s Acct.” The other manuscript
papers were brief notes, some of
them were the queer dreams of dif-
ferent persons, some of them were
citations from theosophical books
and magazines (notably W. Scott-El-
liot’s Atlantis and the Lost Lemu-
ria™), and the rest comments on
long-surviving secret societies and
hidden cults, with references to pas-
sages in such mythological and an-
thropological source-books as Fraz-
er’s Golden Bough™ and Miss Mur-
ray’s Witch-Cult in Western Europe™.
The articles were mainly about men-
tal illness and outbreaks of group
folly or mania in the spring of 1925.

The first half of the principal
manuscript told a very interesting
tale. On March 1st, 1925, a thin,
dark young man of neurotic and ex-
cited aspect came to Professor An-

* 121 Bienville St., New Orleans, La., at
1908 A. A. S. Mtg. — Notes on Same,
& Prof. Webb’s Acct. — 121 Bren-
BUJIb-cTpuUT, HoBbIi OpJieaH, Ha cobpa-
Huu A. A. O. — 3aMeTKHu 0 TOM xKe +
cooOIrenue mpod. Yao6a
“ W. Scott-Elliot’s Atlantis and the Lost
Lemuria — xuura Y. CKoOTT-9/IMOTa
«ATrnanTuma v ucuesnysinasa Jlemypusi»
Frazer’s Golden Bough — xmura ®ps-
3epa «30JI0Tasg BETBb»
Miss Murray’s Witch-Cult in Western
Europe — xuura mucc Mroppeii « KyiabT
BenbM B 3amaguoii EBpome»

dedededt
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gell bearing the singular clay bas-re-
lief'®, which was then exceedingly
damp and fresh. His card bore the
name of Henry Anthony Wilcox*, and
my uncle had recognized him as the
youngest son of an excellent family
slightly known to him, who was stud-
ying sculpture at the Rhode Island
School of Design and living alone at
the Fleur-de-Lys Building?® near that
institution. Wilcox was a precocious
young genius with great eccentricity,
and had from childhood excited at-
tention through the strange stories
and odd dreams. He had the habit of
relating them. He called himself
“psychically hypersensitive™, but
the people of the ancient commercial
city treated him as merely “queer.”
He had dropped gradually from so-
cial visibility?!, and was now known
only to a small group of esthetes
from other towns. Even the Provi-
dence Art Club™, which was trying to
preserve its conservatism, had found
him quite hopeless.

So, as the professor’s manuscript
told, the sculptor abruptly asked to

* Henry Anthony Wilcox — Tenpu 9u-
TOHU YUJIKOKC
** psychically hypersensitive — ncuxuue-
CKM CBEPXUYYBCTBUTEJIbHBIN
“* Providence Art Club — Kuy6 so6ure-
Jeit uckyccrBa B IIpoBumence
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19" moa0001i wenrosex

... npuwén K npoghec-
copy Iuoxnceany, Hecs
HeOo0bIMHbLIL 2AUHAHDLI
oapeavegh

Ipuyactue HacTOSI-
LLEr0 BpeMeHU bearing
BXOJIUT B COCTaB IpU-
YacTHOTO 060poTa,
SIBJISTIOIIIETOCS] 00CTO-
SITEJTbCTBOM 00pa3a
neiicteus, cMm. I'C 15.
2 y3Haa 6 HéM camozo
Maaduiezo ColHa npe-
Kpacnozo cemeiicmea,
¢ KOMopuvIM oH ObLa
HemHo20 3naxom. Mo-
10001l HeA06eK uzyuan
ckyavnmypy 6 Xydo-
JHcecmeeHnol wKoe
Poo-Aiiaenoa u ncua
00uH 8 MHO20K6apmup-
Hom dome Daép-oe-
Jluc

the youngest — TIpeBOC-
XOJIHasl CTeTeHb MPH-
JIaraTeJIbHOTO Young,
cMm. I'C 13.

slightly known to

him — npuyacTue
MPOLLIEAIIEro BpeMe-
HU known BXOIIUT B
COCTaB MPUYACTHOTO
000poTa, SIBJISIOLIE-
rocsi onpeaeaeHueM
K CYIIeCTBUTEITLHOMY
family, cm. T'C 16.

B npumatoyHOM mpe-
JIOXKEHUU UCTIOJIb-
3yercs Bpems Past
Continuous 1151 060-
3HAYEHUST BpEMEHHO

11
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NeSITeIbHOCTH B MPO-
oM, cM. I'C 39.
Fleur-de-Lys Build-

ing — B CILIA 1 Benu-
KOOpUTaHUM OOJBIIUM
YACTHBIM TIOXOTHBIM
JloMaM 1 OCOOHSIKaM
NAIOT HAa3BaHUSI.

21 On nocmenenno
nponaa u3 noas 3pexus
obwecmea

Past Perfect ynotpe-
oJsieTcst 1 0003Ha-
YEeHUS NEUCTBUMA, TIPO-
HCXONMBIIUX paHee
KaKOro-To JPYroro
MOMEHTA B MTPOIITIOM
(npuxoda Yuakokca k
npogpeccopy Inoxncen-
ay), cMm. I'C 42.

22 moii deod nposeua
HeKomopyio pe3xocms 6
omeeme

replying — repyHIuiA,
KOTOpBIi YIIOTpeOJisi-
eTcs 1ocJe rnpeajora,
o repynouu cM. I'C 53.

% Haxanyne Ho4vlo
npousouL1o neborvutoe
3emaempscenue

B aTOM mpeaioeHn
YIOTPeOIsIeTCs KOH-
CTPYKILIUS there is/are
B Past Perfect, cm. 'C
54, 42.

2% komopoe moavko

danma3zus moeaa npe-
o6paszoeams 6 36yK

12
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help him identify the hieroglyphics
of the bas-relief. He spoke in a
dreamy, stilted manner which sug-
gested pose and alienated sympathy;
and my uncle showed some sharp-
ness in replying??, for the conspicu-
ous freshness of the tablet did not
show any relation to archaeology.
Young Wilcox’s rejoinder, which im-
pressed my uncle, was of a fantasti-
cally poetic nature. He said, “It is
new, indeed, for I made it last night
in a dream of strange cities; and
dreams are older than brooding
Tyre®, or the contemplative Sphinx,
or garden-girdled Babylon™.”

Then he began his rambling tale
which suddenly won the fevered in-
terest of my uncle. There had been
a slight earthquake tremor the night
before?, the most considerable felt
in New England for some years; and
Wilcox’s imagination had been great-
ly affected. He had an unprecedented
dream of great Cyclopean cities of
Titan blocks™ and sky-flung mono-
liths, all dripping with green ooze

“ brooding Tyre — meurarenbHbIi Tup
(punuruiickuil 2opod, 00urn u3 dpesreii-
WUX KPYNHuLX MOP20BbLX YeHMPO8)
garden-girdled Babylon — oxpy:kén-
HBIA camamMu BaBuioH
Cyclopean cities of Titan blocks — mu-
KJIOMMUYEeCKHe ropoja M3 KaMeHHBIX
ILIAT
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and sinister with latent horror. Hi-
eroglyphics had covered the walls
and pillars, and from some undeter-
mined point below had come a voice
that was not a voice; a chaotic sen-
sation which only fancy could trans-
mute into sound?*, but which he at-
tempted to render by the almost un-
pronounceable combination of let-
ters: “Cthulhu fhtagn®.”

This verbal jumble was the key to
the recollection which excited and
disturbed Professor Angell. He ques-
tioned the sculptor with scientific
interest; and studied the bas-relief
on which the young man had been
working, chilled and clad only in his
night clothes.?®* My uncle blamed his
old age, Wilcox afterwards said, be-
cause he could not recognize both
hieroglyphics and pictorial design
fast enough. Many of his questions
seemed highly inappropriate to his
visitor, especially those which tried
to connect the things with strange
cults or societies; and Wilcox could
not understand the promises of si-
lence which he was offered in ex-
change for an admission of member-
ship in some widespread mystical or
paganly religious society. When Pro-
fessor Angell became convinced that

* Cthulhu fhtagn — Kryaxy dxrarua
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MopnanbHblIil r1arosn
could BbIpaxaet yme-
HUE, CITOCOOHOCTh
YTO-JI. cAeJIaTh B TIPO-
mtoM, cm. I'C 23.

% papeavedh, nao xo-
mopboim pabomaa mo-
10001l 4en08eK, 3amep3-
wuii u 0demolii MOALKO
6 HOuHOe naamve.
31ech UCTIOb3yeTCsI
Bpems Past Perfect
Continuous, KoTopoe
aHaJIOTUYHO Bpeme-
Hu Present Perfect
Continuous (cMm. I'C
44), obo3HavaeT M-
TEJbHOE WJIU TTOBTO-
psirolieecs AeiicTpue,
MIMEBILIee MECTO JI0
KaKoro-TO MOMEHTa B
npouwioM (koeda Yua-
KOKC npumén K npoghec-
copy Dnoxucenny).
ITpuvactue chilled
TIPOIIIEIIETO BpeMEeH!
o0pasyeT MpuYacCTHBII
000POT, SABJISIIOLINI-
csl onpeiesIeHUeM K
CYILIECTBUTEIbHOMY
[young| man, cm. I'C
16.

O060cobeHHOE OIpe-
NeJICHKE, BhIPaXKEHHOE
MPUYACTHBIM 000PO-
TOM, COUYETAETCS 3/1eCh
¢ 060CO0JIEHHBIM
orpeaesieHUEeM, Bbl-
paXXeHHBIM Tpujara-
TeJIbHBIM clad ¢ 3aBU-
CUMBIMHU CJIOBAMU.

13
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% Houvlo on 2pomKo
3axkpuuaa, pazoyous
dpyaux Xy00icHUKO08 8
30anuu

Past Perfect yrmorpe-
6asteTcst st 0603Ha-
YeHUSsT IeCTBUSI, TTPO-
VCXOJIMBILIETO paHee
KaKOro-To Jpyroro
JEACTBUSI B TIPOILLTIOM
(nepeesda Yuaxorxca

K ceoeli cemve Ha Yo-
mepmen-cmpum), CM.
Irc42.

[Mpuyactue HacTosI-
Ier0 BpEMEHU arous-
ing BXOIUT B COCTaB
MPUYACTHOTO 060~
poTa, SABISIONIETOCS
00CTOSITEJILCTBOM CO-
MyTCTBYIOIIUX 0OCTOSI-
TenbeTB, cM. I'C 15.

14
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the sculptor was indeed ignorant of
any cult or system of cryptic lore, he
asked his visitor to supply him with
future reports of dreams. This bore
regular fruit, because after the first
interview the manuscript records
daily visits of the young man, during
which he related startling fragments
of nocturnal imagery. He was always
talking about some terrible Cyclope-
an views of dark and dripping stone,
with a subterrene voice or intelli-
gence shouting monotonously enig-
matical uninscribable gibberish. The
two sounds frequently repeated are
rendered by the Iletters “Cthul-
hu” and “R’lyeh®.”

On March 23, the manuscript con-
tinued, Wilcox did not come; he had
been stricken with an obscure fever
and taken to the home of his family
in Waterman Street. He had cried
out in the night, arousing several
other artists in the building?®, and
had showed since then only alterna-
tions of unconsciousness and deliri-
um. My uncle at once telephoned the
family, and from that time watched
the case; calling often at the Thayer
Street office of Dr. Tobey™. The young
man’s febrile mind, apparently, was

“ R’lyeh — P’ipex
“* Thayer Street office of Dr. Tobey —
npuémuas qoxropa Tobu Ha Teiiep-cTpuT
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dwelling on strange things; and the
doctor was shuddering as he spoke of
them. They included not only a rep-
etition of what he had formerly
dreamed, but concerned gigantic
things “miles high” which walked or
lumbered about. He never fully de-
scribed these objects but occasional
frantic words, as repeated by Dr. To-
bey, convinced the professor that
they were identical with the nameless
monsters he had depicted in his
dream-sculpture. Reference to this
object, the doctor added, was invari-
ably a prelude to the young man’s
lethargy. His temperature, oddly
enough, was quite normal; but the
whole condition was like true fever
rather than mental disorder.

On April 2 at about 3 p.m. every
trace of Wilcox’s illness suddenly
ceased. He sat upright in bed, aston-
ished to find himself at home and
completely ignorant of what had
happened in dream or reality?” since
the night of March 22. His physician
declared recovering, and he returned
to his quarters in three days; but he
was not able to help Professor An-
gell.?® All traces of strange dreaming
had vanished with his recovery, and
my uncle kept no record of his night-
thoughts after a week of pointless
and irrelevant usual visions.

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000

2" Om cea 6 nocmeau,
YOugAenHbLil mem, KaK
OH OKa3aacs doma, u 6
NnoaHOM HesedeHuu on-
HOCUmeabHO mozo, 4mo
npoucxoouao 6o cHe u
Hasgy

Kak u B nmpenioxe-
HUU, aHAIU3UPYEMOM
B KOMMeHTapuu 25,
TPUYACTHBII 060POT,
00pa3oBaHHbBIi MpuU-
YacTHEM IPOILEIIIEeTO
BpeMeHU astonished,
SIBJISIETCSI OITHOPO/I-
HBIM YJICHOM IpeJio-
JKeHUs ¢ 060Cc0o0IeH-
HBIM albeKTUBHBIM

(T. e. 0Opa3oBaHHBIM
TpuiaraTeJbHbIM)
000poTOM, 00pa30-
BaHHBIM TpUjIaraTesib-
HbIM ignorant. OqHAKO
371ech 00a 0bopoTa
SIBJISTIOTCST OOCTOSI-
TEJbCTBOM COIYTCTBY-
IOIIUX OOCTOSITEIILCTB.

15
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2 oH He cmo2 nomoub
npogeccopy Inonceany.
O06opoT be able to 18-
JISIETCSI B HEKOTOPOIA
CTENEHU CUHOHUMOM
MOJIAJIbHOTO TJIarojia
can n 0003HaYaeT
CIIOCOOHOCTH C/eIaTh
YTO-TO, Yallle BCErO B
TAHHOM KOHKPETHOM
ciyuae.

2 3amemiu cooepica-
AU OnUCaHue CHO8 pa3-
HbLX At00ell, 0X6amvléa-
rougee mom xce camolil
nepuoo, 4mo u nepuoo,
K020a M0400020 Yu-
KOKca Hasewaiu e2o
CMmpanHble 6UOeHUs.

B npennoxenuu uc-
MOJIb3YeTCSl CPAaBHU-
TeTbHAsI KOHCTPYKIIUSI
the same ... as mom
Jice camblii..., Ymo u.
Mecroumenue that
yHoTpebIsieTcs B Ka-
YeCTBE 3aMEHUTEJISI
paHee yroTpeOaEHHO-
'O CYILIECTBUTEIBHOTO
period, 9TOOBI N30e-
KaTh €ro OBTOPHOTO
YIIOTpeOIeHMS,

cum. I'C 10.
ITpuuacTre HaCcTO-
SIIIETO BPEMEHU
covering BXOIUT B
COCTaB IIPUYACTHOIO
000poTa, SIBISIOLIe-
rocst onpeaeieHueM

K CYLLECTBUTEILHOMY
descriptions, cMm. I'C 15.
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Here the first part of the manu-
script ended, but it gave me much
material for thought. The notes were
the descriptions of the dreams of
various persons covering the same
period as that in which young Wil-
cox had had his strange visits.?® My
uncle, it seems, was inquiring
amongst nearly all the friends whom
he could question, asking for nightly
reports of their dreams, and the
dates of any notable visions for some
time past. He received so many re-
sponses, that it was impossible to
handle them without a secretary.
This original correspondence was not
preserved, but his notes formed a
thorough and really significant di-
gest. Average people in society and
business gave an almost completely
negative result, though there were
some formless mnocturnal impres-
sions, between March 23 and April
2 — the period of young Wilcox’s
delirium. Four cases gave vague de-
scriptions of strange landscapes, and
in one case there was mentioned a
dread of something abnormal.3°

The answers of artists and poets
were the most interesting, and I sus-
pect that panic would have appeared
if they had compared the notes.?!
But these were not original letters,
and I suspected that they were being
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asked leading questions®?, or that
the correspondence was edited. That
is why I continued to feel that Wil-
cox had been imposing on the veter-
an scientist. The responses from es-
thetes told disturbing tale. From
February 28 to April 2 a large pro-
portion of them had dreamed very
bizarre things, the intensity of the
dreams was immeasurably stronger
during the period of the sculptor’s
delirium. Over a fourth of them® re-
ported scenes and half-sounds — like
those which Wilcox had described;
and some of the dreamers were afraid
of the gigantic nameless thing which
became visible at the end. One case
was very sad. A widely known archi-
tect with great interest toward the-
osophy and occultism went violently
insane on the date of young Wilcox’s
seizure, and several months later was
still continuously screaming. He was
asking for help, he wanted to be
saved from some escaped denizen of
hell.?® If my uncle had mentioned the
real names instead of numbers, I
would have done some personal in-
vestigation®!; but as it was, I suc-
ceeded in tracing down only a few.?®
And it is well that no explanation
ever reached them.

* over a fourth of them — Goxpiie uer-
BePTHU U3 HUX
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30 00nom cayuae yno-
MUHAACA CMPAx 4e2o-
mo HeHOPMabHO20.
3/1ech UCTIONIb3YeTCS
KOHCTpPYyKLUS there
is/are. I'naron men-
tion, ynoTpeoasieMblii
rocJie there, CTOUT B
IMacCUBHOI opMe,
cMm. I'C 54.

31" go3nukaa 6vt nanu-
Ka, ecau 0bl Onu cpag-
HuAu 3anucu.
YcinoBHOe npenio-
xkeHue I11 Tuna (He-
peajbHOe YCJIIOBUE B
npouiom), cM. ['C 59.
32 q nodospeean, uno
um 3adaeau Hagoos -
wue 6onpocol

B npunaTounom npen-
JIOXXEHUU UCTIONb-
3yeTcsl MacCuBHas
¢dopma BpemeHu Past
Continuous, KOTopoe
o0o03HavaeT nelcTBueE,
TPOUCXOIUBIIIEE B
ornpene€HHbIN MO-
MEHT B MPOIILIOM
(koeda paccnpawueanu
xydoxucHukog), cm. I'C
39, 50.

33 omn xomea, umoGol
e2o cnacau om Kako-
20-mo coexcasuie2o
obumameas aoa.
3/ech moce riiarojia
want VICTIONb3YeTCs
MacCUBHBIN MHGUHU-
TUB TJ1aroJia save, T. K.
OH XOTeJI He YTO-TO
cienaTh caM, a YToObI

17
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C HUM YTO-TO ClIeJIaTn
(cnacau), cm. I'C 52.

3% Ecau 6bt moii 0e0 uc-
noav306a.1 Hacmosuwue
uMmena emecmo uugp, A
ObL npo6éa c80€ auyHoe
paccaedosanue
YcnoBHoe npensio-
xkenue 111 Tuma (He-
peajibHOE YCJIOBHE B
npouuiom), cMm. I'C 59.
3 npu cymecmeyrouem
noaoxceHuu mHe yoa-
A10Cb omcaedums moab-
KO HeCK0AbKuUXx.

31ech UCTIOIb3YeTC s
TepyHIUil fracing 1no-
cJie TJ1aroJia ¢ rpeio-
ToM succeed in,

cMm. I'C 53.

36 2azemmvte cmamou
J10BOJTbHO HEOOBIYHOE
yroTpebieHre PUTSI-
JKaTeJIbHOTO Tanexa

C HEOYIIeBIEHHBIM
CYLIECTBUTEIbHBIM
(cMm. I'C 4), 6omee
OOBIYHBIN BapUAHT
CJIOBOCOYETAHUSI C
TaKuUM 3HaYEHUEM —
newspaper articles.

18
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The newspapers’ articles®®, as I
have learned, were concerned with
cases of panic, mania, and eccentric-
ity during the given period. Profes-
sor Angell’s collection was tremen-
dous, and the sources were scattered
throughout the globe. Here was a
nocturnal suicide in London, where
a man had leaped from a window af-
ter a shocking cry. Here was a letter
to the editor of a newspaper in
South America, where a fanatic pre-
told future from visions he had
seen. An article from California de-
scribed a theosophist colony: people
in white robes were preparing for
some “glorious fulfiment” which
never arrived. Articles from India
spoke of serious native unrest to-
ward the end of March 22—23. The
west of Ireland, too, was full of wild
rumour and legendary stories, and a
fantastic painter named Ardois-Bon-
not® offered a blasphemous “Dream
Landscape” in the Paris spring salon
of 1926. The recorded troubles in
insane asylums were very numerous
as well. But I was then convinced
that young Wilcox had known of the
older matters mentioned by the pro-
fessor and had set all of this aside.

* Ardois-Bonnot — Apaya-Boumo
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II.

THE TALE OF INSPECTOR

LEGRASSE

The older matters which had
made the sculptor’s dream and :
bas-relief so significant to my uncle
formed the second half of his long

manuscript. Once before, it appears,

Professor Angell had seen the hellish

outlines of the nameless monstrosity,

thought about the unknown hiero- -
glyphics, and heard the ominous syl- -
lables which can be written only :

as “Cthulhu”.

It was in 1908, seventeen years
before, when the American Archae- :
ological Society held its annual
meeting in St. Louis®. Professor An- .
gell, due to his authority and attain-

ments, had a prominent part in it.

Other people offered him questions .
for correct answering and problems -

for expert solution.

There was a middle-aged man
who had travelled all the way from .
New Orleans to get special informa- -
tion unobtainable from any local
source. His name was John Raymond :
Legrasse, and he was an Inspector .
of Police. He brought the subject of -
his visit, a grotesque, repulsive, and

* St. Louis — Cent-JIyuc

19
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' Apxeoaoeus unme-
pecosaaa uHcneKmopa
Jlezpacca menvue
6cez0.

IIpeBocxonHas cTe-
MeHb MpuIaraTebHO-
ro little, cm. IT'C 13.

2 Cmamysmka ... 6vL1a
KOH@ucKosana 3a He-
CKO0AbKO mec:auee 00
mozo

dopwma cTpagaresb-
Horo 3ajyiora B Past
Perfect, koTopoe
YIIOTpeOasieTcst 1ist
0003HaYeHUS aeii-
CTBUSI, IPOUCXOIUB-
LIET0 paHee KaKOro-To
JIPYTOTro ACMCTBUS B
MIPONIOM (npue3da
uncnekmopa Jleepacca
Ha ecmpeuy Amepuran-
CK020 apxeonocuye-
CK020 0buecmaa), CM.
I'cC 42.

3 nosmomy noau-

uus xomeaa yHamo
4mo-Hu6yov, Hmo
M0210 HOMOUb el uOeH-
muguuuposanv smom
CMpauHbLil cumMeo
MonanbHbIi [1aros
might 0603HavaeT
BO3MOXKHOCTb B IPO-
oM, cM. I'C 24.

4 00nozo 6321a0a

Ha dmom npedmem
0bL.10 docmamouHo,
4moGbL nogepeHynto
cobpaswuxcs y4EHbIxX 6
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apparently very ancient stone statu-
ette whose origin was unknown.

Inspector Legrasse had the least
interest in archaeology.! He was
prompted by purely professional con-
siderations. The statuette, idol, fet-
ish, or whatever it was, had been cap-
tured some months before? in the
wooded swamps south of New Orleans
during a raid on a supposed voodoo
meeting®. And the rites connected
with it were so singular and hideous,
that the police treated it as a dark cult
totally unknown to them, and infinite-
ly more diabolic than even the blackest
of the African voodoo circles. Abso-
lutely nothing was discovered of its
origin: only erratic and unbelievable
tales from the captured members;
hence the police wanted to learn some-
thing which might help them to place
the frightful symbol3, and through it
understand the cult itself.

Inspector Legrasse was not pre-
pared for the sensation which his of-
fering created. One sight of the thing
had been enough to throw the assem-
bled scientists into a state of tense
excitement.* They crowded around

* voodoo meeting — cGopule npusep-
JKeHIeB Byny (6ydy — KoHesomepam
QHUMUCTMUYLECKUX KYJIbIMO08, 6KLI0UAI0-
wuil 8 ce6a mpaduyuoHHbvle APPUKAH-
CKUe 8epo8aHUs)
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him to gaze at the diminutive strange
figure, apparently very old and un-
known. Strange school of sculpture
had animated this terrible object, yet
centuries and even thousands of
years seemed recorded in its dim and
greenish surface of stone.

The figure, which was finally
passed slowly from man to man for
close and careful study, was between
seven and eight inches in height. It
represented a vaguely anthropoid
monster, with an octopus-like head,
whose face was a mass of feelers, a
scaly, rubbery-looking body, prodi-
gious claws on hind and fore feet,
and long, narrow wings behind. This
thing, which was an embodiment of
a fearsome and unnatural malignan-
¢y, squatted evilly on a rectangular
block or pedestal covered with unde-
cipherable characters.? The tips of
the wings touched the back edge of
the block, the seat occupied the cen-
tre, while the long, curved claws of
the hind legs gripped the front edge
and extended toward the bottom of
the pedestal. The cephalopod head®
was bent forward, so that the ends
of the facial feelers brushed the
backs of huge fore paws which
clasped the elevated knees®. The

%*

cephalopod head — ocbMuHOXBA TO-
JioBa
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cocmosinue HanpaANceH-
HO20 8030ycdenus.
Wubunurtus to throw
SIBJISIETCSI OOCTOSITEIb-
CTBOM CJICIICTBUS U
YIOTPeOIsIeTCs Tocye
cnosa enough, cm. I'C
52.

> nodcmasxa, nokpoi-
mas HenoHAMHbIMU
nuceMeHamu.
TIpuyacTtue mporen-
1Iero BpeMeHU covered
o0pasyeT NpUYacCTHBIN
000POT, SABISIIOILINII-
csl oTpeiesIeHUEeM K
CYLIECTBUTELHOMY
pedestal, cm. TC 16.

° npunodusmole KoaeHu
IMpuyactue mporien-
1Iero BpeMeHu elevated
SIBJISIETCST OTIpeiesie-
HHEM K CYIIECTBH-
TeJIbHOMY knees 1
CTOWT Iepes HUM, CM.
IrcC16.

21
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7 ona [cmamy>mka)
He OMmHOCUAacH K Ka-
KuM-1u60 u3gecmHuvim
HanpasaeHusM ucKyc-
cmea, npunaodaexca-
WUM K FOHOCHU UUGU-
auzavuu

B rnmaBHOM mpemio-
SKEHUU UCTIOJb3YETCSI
¢dopMa cTpagaTeIbHO-
ro 3asora B Past Sim-
ple, cm. I'C 35, 50.
MecTtoumeHnue any B
3HAYCHUU KAKOU-HU-
6y0b yroTpe0JisieTcs B
OTpULIATEILHOM Tpei-
JoxeHuu, cM. I'C 5.
[MpuyacTtue Hacro-
SIIIIET0 BpeMEeHU
belonging BxonuT B
COCTaB MPUYACTHOTO
obopoTa, SBJISIolIe-
rocst onpeaesieHueM

K CYIIECTBUTEJIbHOMY
type, cm. I'C 15.
Cy1iecTBUTENBHOE Ci-
vilisation ynotpe0seHo
B IIPUTSIXKATETbHOM
nanexe, cM. ['C 4.

8 Hu y K020 He 6bL10
Hu maaeiiuezo npeo-
cmaeaenus 00 ux oasnce
camom omoaiéunHom
A36IK060M podcmee.

B otpuniatenbHOM
npeaaoxeHuu (om-
puyanue cooepicumcs
6 nooaedxcauiem — me-
cmoumeruu nobody)
MOJAJTbHBIH T1aroj
could obo3Havaer
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creature looked abnormally life-like
and fearful because its source was
totally unknown. Its vast, awesome,
and incalculable age was unmistaka-
ble; but it was not connected to any
known type of art belonging to civi-
lisation’s youth” — or indeed to any
other time. Even its material was a
mystery; for the soapy, green-
ish-black stone with its golden or ir-
idescent flecks and striations resem-
bled nothing familiar® to geology or
mineralogy. The characters along the
base were totally unknown; and no-
body could form the least notion of
even their remotest linguistic kin-
ship.? They, like the subject and ma-
terial, belonged to something horri-
bly remote and distinct from man-
kind as we know it.

And yet, as the members shook
their heads and confessed defeat at
the Inspector’s problem, there was
one man in that gathering who rec-
ognized bizarre familiarity in the
monstrous shape and writing. This
person was the late William Chan-
ning Webb™, Professor of Anthropol-
ogy in Princeton University, and a
famous explorer.

“ resembled nothing familiar — wue Ha-

IOMUHAJI HUUYEro U3 M3BECTHOI'O

“ the late William Channing Webb —
HBIHE MOKOMHBIN YUIbaM YeHHUHT Y200
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Professor Webb had been engaged,
forty-eight years before, in a tour of
Greenland and Iceland in search of
some Runic inscriptions. On the
West Greenland coast he had met a
singular tribe or cult of degenerate
Esquimaux” whose religion, a curious
form of devil-worship, frightened
him with its deliberate bloodthirsti-
ness™ and repulsiveness. It was a
faith of which other Esquimaux
knew little, and which they men-
tioned only with shudders, saying®
that it had come down from horribly
ancient ages before the world was
made. Besides nameless rites and hu-
man sacrifices there were certain
queer hereditary rituals addressed to
a supreme elder devil or tornasuk
and of this Professor Webb had tak-
en a careful phonetic copy from an
aged angekok or wizard-priest™, ex-
pressing the sounds in Roman let-
ters as best he knew how.!° The most
important thing was the fetish,

“ degenerate Esquimaux — BwsIMHpaio-
e 3CKUMOCHI

bloodthirstiness — kpoBo:kamHOCTH
addressed to a supreme elder devil
or tornasuk — mocBAIEHHBIE BEPXOB-
HOMY IbABOJY, UJIU «TOPHACYKY»

had taken a careful phonetic copy
from an aged angekok or wizard-
priest — TaTesbHO 3ammcaa U3 YCT
CTaporo IeJUTeJd, UJIX IIaMaHa

3

wekdd
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HEBO3MOXHOCTh CO-
BepIICeHUS IeHCTBUS
(6 cuny omcymemeus
HeoOX00UMbIX 3HAHULL),
cMm. I'C 23.

31ech IMEIOTCS ABa
ciyJast yIoTpeOIeHIS
MpuIaraTeIbHbIX B
MPEeBOCXOTHOM CTe-
MeHu, 00pa3oBaHHOM
npubaBiieHUEM Cyd-
dukca -est — least u
remotest, cMm. I'C 13.

o 2o6op1 ...
ITpuyacTtue HacTosI-
LLIErO BPEMEHU saying
BXOJIUT B COCTaB MpPU-
YacTHOTO 000pOTa,
SIBJISIIOLLETOCsT 00CTOSI-
TEJILCTBOM COITYTCTBY-
IOIIMX OOCTOSITENILCTB,
cm. I'C 15.

10" gbipancas 3eyxu
aAamuHcKumu 6yKeamu
maxk mo4Ho, Kax mow-
K0 Mmoe.

IIpuuacTtue HacTo-
SIETO BpEMEHU
expressing BXOIWUT B
COCTaB MPUYACTHOTO
ob6opora, SBJSIOIIEro-
cs1 00CTOSITEILCTBOM
obOpasa neicTBusl, CM.
I'C1s.
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Vuuwm arrnuiickuii ¢ l'osapgom JIaBgpagTom

' apy6olii kKamennbui
bapeavedh, cocmosuguii
U3 0MepamumeabHol
KapmuHKu u 3a2ado4-
Holl Hadnucu.
[MpuuacTtue Hacro-
SIIIIETO BpEMEHU
comprising BXOIUT B
COCTaB MPUYACTHOTO
obopoTa, SBJISIolIe-
rocst onpeaesieHueM
K CyLIECTBUTEJIbHOMY
bas-relief, cm. I'C 15.

12 mep3xas wmyxka,
Aexcawas celinac nepeo
cobpaswumucs.
[MpuyacTrie HACTOSI-
ero BpeMeHu lying
BXOIUT B COCTaB MPH-
4acTHOTO 060poTa,
SIBIISTIOILIETOCST OTIPe-
JeJIeHUEM K CyIIe-
CTBUTEILHOMY thing,
cMm. I'C 15.

13" 3amem nocaedosaio
muamenvhoe cpaghe-
Hue demadnei

B aToM mipenioxkeHr
HCITOJIb3YeTCsT KOH-
CTPYKLUS there is/are
¢ Ty1arosioMm follow, cm.
I'C 54.
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around which they danced when the
aurora leaped high” over the ice
cliffs. It was, the professor stated, a
very crude bas-relief of stone, com-
prising a hideous picture and some
cryptic writing.!! And it was a rough
parallel in all essential features of
the bestial thing now lying before
the meeting.!?

This data, received with suspense
and astonishment by the assembled
members, was very exciting to In-
spector Legrasse, and he at once be-
gan to ply his informant with ques-
tions. He noted and copied an oral
ritual among the swamp cult-wor-
shippers which his men had arrest-
ed. So he asked the professor to
remember the syllables that he had
heard from the diabolist Esquimaux.
There then followed an exhaustive
comparison of details!®, and a mo-
ment of silence when both detective
and scientist agreed on the identity
of the phrase common to two hellish
rituals. What both the Esquimaux
wizards and the Louisiana swamp-
priests had chanted to their kindred
idols was something very like this:

* the aurora leaped high — zaaumanace
YTPEHHAA 3aps
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“Ph’nglui
R’lyeh wgah’nagl fhtagn

Legrasse said that some his mon-
grel prisoners had told him the
meaning of these words. This text,
as given, ran something like this:

“In his house at R’lyeh dead
Cthulhu waits dreaming™.”

And now Inspector Legrasse re-
lated as fully as possible his experi-
ence with the swamp worshippers.!*
This is the story to which my uncle
attached profound significance. It
was the wildest dream of a myth-mak-
er or a theosophist.

On November 1st, 1907, frantic
summons came to the New Orleans
police from the swamp and lagoon
country to the south. The people
there, mostly primitive but good-na-
tured descendants of Lafitte’s men™,
were in stark terror from an unknown

thing which had occurred in the night.

mglw’nafh  Cthulhu

*

2

* Ph’nglui mglw’nafh Cthulhu R’lyeh
wgah’nagl fhtagn IIx’arayn
mraB’Hadx Krynxy P’apex Brax’mHara
pxTars

“ In his house at R’lyeh dead Cthulhu

waits dreaming. — B cBoém nmome
B P’iirexe MépTBuIN KTynxy :KAET 1 BU-
IUT CHBI.

descendants of Lafitte’s men — morom-
ku mwiemenu Jladura (MRan Jlagpum —
¢dpanyysckull nupam, KOHmpabaH-
ducm, opydosaswulli 6 denvme pexu
Muccucunu)
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4 uncnexmop Jlezpacc
noeedaa max nodpooro,
KaK moavKo 603MONCHO
0 C80EM 3HAKOMCMEe ¢
60a0mubvimu udoaono-
KAOHHUKAMU.

B npemtoxenun ymo-
TpeOJIseTCsl CpaBHU -
TeJIbHAst KOHCTPYKITUST
as... as... — max(oii)...
Kak. B 21011 KOH-
CTPYKIIUU Mpuiara-
TeJIbHOE CTOUT B IOJIO-
SKUTEJTLHOM CTETIeH!,
cm. I'C 13.
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