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PACCKA3bI
O ITPUBMIEHHUAX

SR,

Heo6bIyailHO NOMY/SIPHOMY JKAQHPY JIMTEPATYPBI
«TaiHBI ¥ y>Kaca» OT[all JaHb MHOTME eBPONEeiCKIe TIN-
caTen. YOB/IETBOPsIsA €CTECTBEHHYI0 HOTPeOHOCTD de-
JIOB€Ka B CMJIbHBIX OLYIIEHNAX, TOT HEPUTA3ATETbHBIN
«Ma7Iblil JKaHP» MOYKET 3aCTaBUTD YMTATE/A, HY>XJalolle-
rocs B MOPUMM afipeHa/NNHa, IIelleHeTh OT CTpaxa. B To
Ke BpeMs BOCCO3/IaHNE B «PAacCKa3e O IPUBUIEHUAX» Ha-
IIPsDKEHHOM, XKYTKOM aTMocdephl TOIycKaeT IOsAB/IeHNe
U COBCEM MHBIX — MPOHNYECKUX HOTOK.

B mpenmaraeMplit BHMMAHMIO 4YMTaTeneir COOPHUK
BOIIUIM MMEHHO TaKue pacckaspl: «PoxmecTBeHCKas
necHb B Tpo3e» Yapnpsa [dukkeHca (1843), 6mucrarens-
Hoe «KeHTepBuibckoe npusujeHne» Ockapa Yaiiabia
(1887) m mykaBblit, upoHudeckuit pacckas [enpu [xeriMca
«Tperpst cropoHa» (1899), B KOTOpOM peub WJIET O
TOM, KaK JiBe IOKU/ble aHITIMIICKUE JIefM, HEXTAHHO-
HEraJjlaHHO YHacJIefoBaBIlMe OT Ja/lbHEl POJCTBEHHM-
LIl CTAPMHHBIN JJOM, HAaYMHAIOT OY€Hb MUJIO ¥ OY€HD I10-
JKEHCKV COIIePHMYATh MEXy cO00Il 3a BHMMaHMe MOSIB-
JIAIOUIEr0oCs B IoMe NPUBUJEHMUA — JyXa OfHOTO M3 MX
3HATHBIX IPEJKOB, JAaBHO IOBENIEHHOTO 32 HeKMe IIpe-
CTYIUIEHMA.

* % %

Yapnps duxkenc (1812-1870) — opuH U3 Benmyaii-
XX aHITIOA3BIYHBIX Mpo3anmkoB XIX Beka, TYMaHUCT,



KJIaCCMK MUPOBOJN /mTepaTyphl. Ero mposa mponmsana
OCTpOyMIEM, IIOBNIMABIIMM Ha OPUTMHATbHOCTD HALIMO-
HaJIbHOTO XapakTepa 1 06pasa MBIIUIEHIsI, U3BECTHOTO B
MIpe KaK «aHITIMCKUIL OMOP».

Iukkenc poguiacs 7 ¢espansa 1812 roma B ropopke
Jlenpniopt, 6rm3 IlopTemyTa. Ero oTer 6511 ZOBOIBHO CO-
CTOATENbHBIM YMHOBHMKOM, 4elTOBEKOM BECbMa JIETKO-
MBIC/IEHHBIM, HO BecelbIM 1 gobponyuHeiM. CBoOuX fe-
Tell ¥ B YaCTHOCTY MasleHbKoro Yapnb3a Mucrep JJukkeHc
OKPY>XXWI 3a60TOI1 11 TacKoit. Bymyiuit mucarens yHace-
IOBaJ OT OTLA OoraToe BOOOpa’keHMe, JIETKOCTD C/IOBa,
HO-BUAMMOMY, IPUCOEAVHNB K 3TOMY HEKOTODPYIO >KI3-
HEHHYIO CEPbe3HOCTb M IPAKTUYHOCTD, IIOTYYEHHYIO OT
MaTepHy, Ha I/IeYyt KOTOPOIT Iafiaiy Bee KUTelicKie 3a60-
THI [I0 COXPAHEHNIO O/1aTOCOCTOSIHIS CEMbIL.

BoraTble clIOCOOHOCTY MaybyMKa BOCXUILAIY POLU-
Teseil, U apTUCTUYECKM HACTPOEHHBIN OTel] 6yKBalIbHO
M3BOJWII ChIHA, 3aCTAB/IAA €T0 PasbIrPhIBaTh PasHbIe Clie-
HBI, IEIUTbCs BIEYAT/IEHUAMM, UMIIPOBU3MPOBATD, YM-
TaTb CTUXU U T. . [JUKKEHC NPeBPATUICA B MaTe€HbKOTO
aKTepa, He INIIEeHHOrO TIIeC/TaBys.

Opnnako cembst [JUKKeHCOB OblIa BIPYT pasopeHa fo-
Ta. OTell 0OKasazncA B JOITOBOM TIOPbMeE, MaTh BBIHYXK]Ie-
Ha OblTa 6OPOTHCS C HUILETOI. VI3HE>KeHHBIN, XPYIKUI
3I0pOBbeM, IOJIHBII (paHTa3MI1, 3HAIOMINIT ceOe IIeHy MaJlb-
YUK ITOTIAT B TsDKEJIbIe YCIOBUA — Ha (pabpuKy 1o mpous-
BOJICTBY BaKCBhI.

Bcro cBol0O TOC/IE YOI YIO )KM3HD JIMKKEHC CUMTA 3TO
pasopeHIe CeMbH U 3TY CBOIO BaKCY BeIMYalIIM OCKOp-
O/leHVeM, He3aCTy>KeHHBIM M YHUSUTE/IbHBIM YHapOM.
OH He m06UI 06 9TOM BCIIOMMHATh, HO IMEHHO 3[eCh,
«Ha JHe», [INKKEeHC OLIYTII TOPAYYIO TI000Bb K 00MKeH-
HBIM, K HY>X/[JAIOIIMMCS, IIPOHUKCS COYYBCTBUEM K MX
CTpajaHMsIM, 61M3KO ITO3HAKOMUJICS C TAaKVMU Y>Kacaio-



IIVMY COLMATbHBIMU ABIE€HUSAMM, KaK TOIJALIHNE IIKO-
JIBI 715 Ge[{HBIX AeTell M MPUIOThI, KaK 9KCIUTYaTalVs IeT-
CKOTO TpyZa Ha (pabpuKax, Kak JJONrOBble TIOPbMBL.

[OnBIM [IMKKEHCOM BIIafiefIo KOTIOCCATbHOE YeCTOIO-
6ue. MeuTa 0 TOM, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS B PAMIBI COCTOSATEIb-
HBIX JTIOfleNl, 3aXBaTu/Ia MHOAPOCTKA.

JInteparypHas fileATenbHOCTh [IMKKeHca Hadamach C
paboTel pemopTepoM. PacumpuBIIascs NOMUTUYECKas
XKVU3HDb, ITyOOKMII MHTepec K pebaraM, IPOMCXONUB-
MM B [IApPJIAMEHTE, U K COOBITUSM, KOTOPBIMU 9TH Je-
6aThl COIPOBOX/IATNCD, MOBBICU/IN MHTEPEC aHIIUIICKO
IIyOIMKH K IIpecce, KOMMYeCTBO Y TUPAXK! ra3eT BO3pocC-
M, YBeIUYWIACh MOTPEOHOCTb B COTPYAHMKAX TaseT.
Camble TepBble PENOpTEpPCKME 3a/jaHMsA, BbIIIOTHEHHbIE
JIMKKeHCOM, ObIIM MOTHBI MPOHUM, OTINYAIUCh KMUBO-
CTBIO VI3/I0KEHM A, 60TaTCTBOM A3bIKa.

IlepBpIM poMaHOM, NPUHECUIMM €My C/IaBy IMCaTe-
s, 6bm «I[TocMepTHble 3anycky [TMKBUKCKOrO Kiny6ar.
24-71eTHUIL aBTOP, OT IPUPOJBI XKKAYIINI CYACThs, Be-
ce/bsdA, B IEPBOJ CBOEJ KHMUIe IPOXOAUT MMUMO TEMHBIX
CTOpOH >M3HMU. VIma muctepa IIukBuKa, [OOpORyLIHeTI-
IIeTO, OIITUMMCTIYHOTO, 6JIaTOPOJHEIIIer0 CTaporo uy-
JaKa, yTBEPAUIOCh B MUPOBOII TUTepaType I7ie-TO Hello-
manexky or Benukoro JloH-Kuxora — ato o6pas crapoii
no6poit AHIMN.

[Torom 6bm «Omusep TBuct» n «[Jaup Kommep-
¢bunbay», «Jom6bu u coii» u «Hukonac Hukxnpbu», «Harn
o6mmit apyr» u «XomomHbIl goM». IlocmenHnit ero po-
MaH, «TaitHa OpBuHa [Ipyma», MOMHBI TaMHCTBEHHBIX
U 37I0BEIMX HAMEKOB, OCTAa/ICA HEOKOHUYEHHDBIM. 9 MIOHA
1870 roga JIMKKeHC, M3HYPEHHBIN KOIOCCANbHBIM TPY-
TOM, CJIO>KHOV CEMENHOM >XKM3HbI 1 MHOXXECTBOM BCs-
KIX HENIPUATHOCTE, yMUPaAET OT MHCYIbTA.



* % %

Tenpu JDxerimc (1843-1916) — amMepUKaHCKMIT IIN-
caTeslb, POMAHICT, LONTYe oAbl MpoKuBIMii B EBpore.
Coepgunennble lIITaTsl 1 AHITINA [0 CUX ITOP OCIIAPUBAIOT
IpyT y ApyTa 3TOTO MUCaTeNA: pOAUBIINCDH B Hb10-17[0p1<e
B 1843 ropy, on 60]IbI.HYIO 4acTb )KIU3HU IIpoBell B EBpore,
IIPENMYILECTBEHHO B Anrmm, npueAn B 1915 rogy 6p1/1-
TaHCKO€ IOIJaHCTBO U yMep B JlonsioHe B 1916 Toxy.

«lenpn JI>xefiMC — 3TO MucaTenb, KOTOPBIL TPy-
IieH [ aHIIMIICKUX YuTaTenell, IOTOMY YTO OH aMepu-
KaHell, U TPyJeH /I aMepUKaHIleB, IOTOMY YTO OH eB-
poreer, — mucan o0 CyAbbe IUTepaTypHOrO HACIENus
Ixeimca T.-C. 9muot B cratbe «[Ipenckasanue» (1924).

Orten; Oypyliero micarens ObUI BUJHBIM ITyOIMLIA-
CTOM, TIEJaroroM u oOLIeCTBEHHbIM aesareneM. CBouM
CTapUIMM CBIHOBbAM leHpu 1M Yumabamy, BIIOCTENCTBUN
BUHOMY Iicuxonory u ¢umocody-uaeannucty, oH Aan
IIPEBOCXOIHOE obpasoBaHMe. B BospacTe fBeHamLaTn—
nrectHaguaTy et lenpu JDKeiMcC-MIafiunii y9UTCsa B
JKenese, Jlonpone, ITapmxe, 3areM — B bonHe, npuo6-
IIaeTCsl K eBPOMeNICKON KynbType, K HpaBaM CBETCKUX
KOCMOIIOZIUTUYECKUX KPYTOB — OOraThIX SKCIIaTPUAHTOB,
TYPUCTOB, apTUCTUIECKOI 6OTeMbl, — KOTOpBIE B Halb-
HeJIIEeM CTa/IM T€pOsIMY MHOTYUX €T0 IIPOU3BEIeHNUIL.

Tenpu [IxeilMc — aBTOp BCEMMPHO U3BECTHBIX PO-
MaHOB «KeHckuil noprpeT», «CBALEHHBI UCTOUYHUKY,
«ITocnpl», «3omoTas yama». OfuH U3 NMEePBBHIX MOIEPHMU-
cToB B nuTeparype XX BeKa, MucaTelb KyIbTUBMUPYET
TOHKUIA, U3OIIPEHHBIN MCUXOMOTU3M, UTO IaeT KPUTUKe
OCHOBaHMe BUJIETh B HeM mnpenTedy Jkerimca [lxoiica u
Mapcens Ilpycra.

% % %

3HaMEHUTDBINl AHITIMIICKNIL TMCaTeNb M JpaMaTypr
Ockap Vaiurpg (1854-1900) popguncs B Jybnune, B ce-



Mbe 3HAMEHITOrO XMpypra. MaTp ero 6su1a mucaresns-
HULIEI.

Yaitneg yamncsa B Okcdoppe, 6ectsie ero 3akoH-
YW, YBIEKaNCA MCKYCCTBOM U TyMAaHMTApHBIMU Hay-
Kamu. Ilocme yHuBepcuTeTa 3aHANCA NMCATETbCTBOM,
MHOTO TIyTE€IIeCTBOBAJI, YMUTAN JIEKIUU IO ICTETUKE B
Amepuke, Anrnun, @pannun. Incan ckasky, MO3MBL,
poMaHBbl, Nbecbl. COBpeMEHHMKM BCIIOMMHAIN, YTO €TO
PasToBOpBI OBUIM TaK e IIOTHBI OCTPOYMHBIX adopus-
MOB, KaK ¥ €ro IIbechbl, I CTEHOIPAMMbl 3TUX Pa3roBO-
POB He ycTymwmy Obl gpaMaTN4ecKUM IPOU3BeleHNUAM
mm ckaskaM Ockapa Yaiinbga. CaM OH TOBOPWII, YTO /1A
Hero IMcaThb IIbecbl — He OOJIbIINIT TPYH, YeM pasroBa-
puBarb. Ha KaXk/1y1o 13 CBOMX CaMbIX 3HAMEHMUTBIX KOMe-
ot Yainbp TpaTui 1o aBse Hepenu. IIbechl «VgeanbHblin
Myx», «Beep negyu Yunpepmup», «Kax BakHo ObITD ce-
PbE3HBIM» He CXOIAT CO CLieH BeAYIUX TeaTpoB MMpa.

Ha mnuke momynapHoctu Yaiiph ObUI OOBUHEH B
aMOpPaJIbHOM IIOBEfIEHMM ¥ ITIPOBE/T B 3aK/II0UEHUM JIBa
roga. ITocne ocBoboXxgeHusa B 1897 TOAy >KI/I B OCHOB-
HOM Ha KOHTMHEHTe, ymep B Ilapioke B 1onmHoI HuLeTe.
[ToxopoHeH Ha 3HAMEHNUTOM IIapVDKCKOM Kiaazbuie [Tep-
Jlames.



Charles Dickens

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

OV

Preface

I have endeavoured in this Ghostly little book to
raise the Ghost of an Idea which shall not put my
readers out of humour with themselves, with each
other, with the season, or with me. May it haunt their
house pleasantly, and no one wish to lay it.

Their faithful Friend and Servant,

C.D.
December, 1843

Characters

BOB CRATCHIT, clerk to Ebenezer Scrooge.

PETER CRATCHIT, a son of the preceding.

TIM CRATCHIT (“Tiny Tim”), a cripple, youngest
son of Bob Cratchit.

MR. FEZZIWIG, a kind-hearted, jovial old merchant.

FRED, Scrooge’s nephew.



GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST, a phantom showing
things past.

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT, a spirit of a kind,
generous, and hearty nature.

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS YET TO COME, an
apparition showing the shadows of things which yet may
happen.

GHOST OF JACOB MARLEY, a spectre of Scrooge’s
former partner in business.

JOE, a marine-store dealer and receiver of stolen
goods'.

EBENEZER SCROOGE, a grasping, covetous old man,
the surviving partner of the firm of Scrooge and Marley.

MR. TOPPER, a bachelor.

DICK WILKINS, a fellow apprentice of Scrooge’s.

BELLE, a comely matron, an old sweetheart of
Scrooge’s.

CAROLINE, wife of one of Scrooge’s debtors.

MRS. CRATCHIT, wife of Bob Cratchit.

BELINDA AND MARTHA CRATCHIT, daughters of
the preceding.

MRS. DILBER, a laundress.

FAN, the sister of Scrooge.

MRS. FEZZIWIG, the worthy partner of Mr. Fez-
ziwig.

! receiver of stolen goods — (pase.) ckymmmk Kpa-
IIEHOTO

C. DICKENS. A CHRISTMAS CAROL
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Stave 1
Marley’s Ghost

Marley was dead, to begin with. There is no doubt
whatever about that.! The register of his burial was
signed by the clergyman, the clerk, the undertaker,
and the chief mourner. Scrooge signed it: and
Scrooge’s name was good upon ‘Change, for anything
he chose to put his hand to.

Old Marley was as dead as a door-nail®.

Mind! I don’t mean to say that I know, of my own
knowledge, what there is particularly dead about a
door-nail. Imighthavebeeninclined, myself, to regard
a coffin-nail as the deadest piece of ironmongery in
the trade. But the wisdom of our ancestors is in the
simile; and my unhallowed hands shall not disturb it,
or the Country’s done for. You will therefore permit
me to repeat, emphatically, that Marley was as dead
as a door-nail.

Scrooge knew he was dead? Of course he did. How
could it be otherwise? Scrooge and he were partners
for I don’t know how many years. Scrooge was his
sole executor, his sole administrator, his sole assign,
his sole residuary legatee, his sole friend, and sole
mourner. And even Scrooge was not so dreadfully

! There is no doubt whatever about that. — (ycmap.)
B aTOM HeT HUKaKMX COMHEHUIA.

? as dead as a door-nail — (pase.) 6e3 kaxux-nmu60 mpu-
3HAKOB >KM3HI



cut up by the sad event, but that he was an excellent
man of business on the very day of the funeral, and
solemnised it with an undoubted bargain.

The mention of Marleys funeral brings me
back to the point I started from. There is no doubt
that Marley was dead. This must be distinctly
understood, or nothing wonderful can come of the
story I am going to relate. If we were not perfectly
convinced that Hamlet’s father died before the play
began, there would be nothing more remarkable in
his taking a stroll at night, in an easterly wind, upon
his own ramparts, than there would be in any other
middle-aged gentleman rashly turning out after dark
in a breezy spot — say Saint Paul’s Churchyard for
instance — literally to astonish his son’s weak mind.

Scrooge never painted out Old Marley’s name.
There it stood, years afterwards, above the warehouse
door: Scrooge and Marley. The firm was known as
Scrooge and Marley.

Sometimes people new to the business called
Scrooge Scrooge, and sometimes Marley, but he
answered to both names. It was all the same to him.

Oh! but he was a tight-fisted hand at the grind-
stone. Scrooge! a squeezing, wrenching, grasping,
scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner! Hard and
sharp as flint, from which no steel had ever struck
out generous fire; secret, and self-contained, and
solitary as an oyster. The cold within him froze his
old features, nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his
cheek, stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, his thin

C. DICKENS. A CHRISTMAS CAROL
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lips blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his grating
voice. A frosty rime was on his head, and on his
eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried his own
low temperature always about with him; he iced
his office in the dog-days', and didn’t thaw it one
degree at Christmas.

External heat and cold had little influence on
Scrooge. No warmth could warm, no wintry weather
chill him. No wind that blew was bitterer than he, no
falling snow was more intent upon its purpose, no
pelting rain less open to entreaty. Foul weather didn’t
know where to have him. The heaviest rain, and snow,
and hail, and sleet, could boast of the advantage over
him in only one respect. They often “came down”
handsomely, and Scrooge never did.

Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say,
with gladsome looks, “My dear Scrooge, how are
you? When will you come to see me?” No beggars
implored him to bestow a trifle?, no children asked
him what it was oclock, no man or woman ever
once in all his life inquired the way to such and
such a place, of Scrooge. Even the blind men’s dogs
appeared to know him; and when they saw him
coming on, would tug their owners into doorways
and up courts; and then would wag their tails as
though they said, “No eye at all is better than an evil
eye, dark master!” But what did Scrooge care! It was

! in the dog-days — (pasz.) B camMble 3HOITHBIE JHU JI€TA
2 to bestow a trifle — (30.) mogaTh MUIOCTBHIHIO



the very thing he liked. To edge his way along the
crowded paths of life, warning all human sympathy
to keep its distance, was what the knowing ones
call “nuts” to Scrooge. Once upon a time' — of all
the good days in the year, on Christmas Eve — old
Scrooge sat busy in his counting-house. It was cold,
bleak, biting weather: foggy withal, and he could
hear the people in the court outside, go wheezing up
and down, beating their hands upon their breasts,
and stamping their feet upon the pavement stones to
warm them. The city clocks had only just gone three,
but it was quite dark already — it had not been light
all day — and candles were flaring in the windows of
the neighbouring offices, like ruddy smears upon the
palpable brown air. The fog came pouring in at every
chink and keyhole, and was so dense without, that
although the court was of the narrowest, the houses
opposite were mere phantoms. To see the dingy
cloud come drooping down, obscuring everything,
one might have thought that Nature lived hard by,
and was brewing on a large scale.

The door of Scrooge’s counting-house was open
that he might keep his eye upon his clerk, who in a
dismal little cell beyond, a sort of tank, was copying
letters. Scrooge had a very small fire, but the clerk’s
fire was so very much smaller that it looked like one
coal. But he couldn’t replenish it, for Scrooge kept the

! Once upon a time — (pase.) Kak-To pas; ogHaX/bI
(3aumH ckaskm)

C. DICKENS. A CHRISTMAS CAROL
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coal-box in his own room; and so surely as the clerk
came in with the shovel, the master predicted that it
would be necessary for them to part. Wherefore the
clerk put on his white comforter, and tried to warm
himself at the candle; in which effort, not being a
man of a strong imagination, he failed.

“A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!” cried
a cheerful voice. It was the voice of Scrooge’s nephew,
who came upon him so quickly that this was the first
intimation he had of his approach.

“Bah!” said Scrooge, “Humbug!”

He had so heated himself with rapid walking in
the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge’s, that he
was all in a glow; his face was ruddy and handsome;
his eyes sparkled, and his breath smoked again.

“Christmas a humbug, uncle!” said Scrooge’s
nephew. “You don’t mean that, I am sure?”

“I do,” said Scrooge. “Merry Christmas! What
right have you to be merry? What reason have you to
be merry? Youre poor enough?”

“Come, then';” returned the nephew gaily. “What
right have you to be dismal? What reason have you to
be morose? You're rich enough”

Scrooge having no better answer ready on the
spur of the moment?, said, “Bah!” again; and followed
it up with “Humbug”

! Come, then — (pase.) [la nagHO
2 having no better answer ready on the spur of the mo-
ment — (pase.) cpasy He HAIIE/ICS C OTBETOM



“Don’t be cross', uncle!” said the nephew.

“What else can I be,” returned the uncle, “when I
live in such a world of fools as this? Merry Christmas!
Out upon merry Christmas! What's Christmas time
to you but a time for paying bills without money; a
time for finding yourself a year older, but not an hour
richer; a time for balancing your books and having
every item in em through a round dozen of months
presented dead against you? If I could work my will?”
said Scrooge indignantly, “every idiot who goes about
with “Merry Christmas” on his lips should be boiled
with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of
holly through his heart. He should!”

“Uncle!” pleaded the nephew.

“Nephew!” returned the uncle, sternly, “keep
Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in
mine.”

“Keep it
don’t keep it”

“Let me leave it alone, then,” said Scrooge. “Much
good may it do you! Much good it has ever done
you!”

“There are many things from which I might
have derived good, by which I have not profited, I
dare say,” returned the nephew. “Christmas among
the rest. But I am sure I have always thought of
Christmas time, when it has come round — apart

1”

repeated Scrooge’s nephew. “But you

! Don’t be cross — (pase.) He ceppurech
2 If T could work my will — (30.) Byap ato B Moei1 Borte

C. DICKENS. A CHRISTMAS CAROL
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from the veneration due to its sacred name and
origin, if anything belonging to it can be apart from
that — as a good time; a kind, forgiving, charitable,
pleasant time; the only time I know of, in the long
calendar of the year, when men and women seem by
one consent' to open their shut-up hearts freely, and
to think of people below them as if they really were
fellow passengers to the grave, and not another race
of creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore,
uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver
in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and
will do me good; and I say, God bless it!”

The clerk in the Tank involuntarily applauded.
Becoming immediately sensible of the impropriety,
he poked the fire, and extinguished the last frail
spark for ever.

“Let me hear another sound from you,” said
Scrooge, “and you’ll keep your Christmas by losing
your situation! Youre quite a powerful speaker, sir,’
he added, turning to his nephew. “I wonder you don’t
go into Parliament.”

“Don’t be angry, uncle. Come! Dine with us
tomorrow.”

Scrooge said that he would see him — yes, indeed
he did. He went the whole length of the expression,
and said that he would see him in that extremity
first.

“But why?” cried Scrooge’s nephew. “Why?”

! by one consent — (pase.) ¢ obiero cormacus
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